WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:11
Colossians 1: [11] May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, hear my prayer for those who share this text. Hear my prayer for them,  that this very day you would strengthen them in the strength that comes from your crucified and risen Life. Make your presence known to them this very day granting them assured consolation in the midst of their long suffering. Grant to them the assurance of your forgiveness and the promise of their baptism that nothing shall separate them from your almighty and 
all-gracious love. Send us as your ambassadors this day, eager for the 
opportunity to serve and speak about the power of your reign. Hear prayers today 
especially for _________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

I believe it is important to note once again that this prayer is a long Greek sentence beginning in verse 9 and going through verse 14. Paul has asked that his hearers of this letter may 'walk worthily in the Lord' and then come five verbs:
vs 10   'bearing fruit in every good work'
    'growing in the knowledge of God's will'
vs 11   'being made strong in the strength that comes from God's power into 
all endurance and patience'
vs 12   'while joyfully giving thanks to the Father '
    'being made worthy/fit to share in the inheritance of the saints'

Today in verse 11 speaks to 'walking worthily' 'being strengthened in the strength that comes from the power of God, while enduring everything with patience.'

The strength for our walking by faith comes from a strength outside of us. In verse 10 we were 'bearing fruit' and 'growing in the knowledge of God.' Here in verse 11 we are 'being strengthened' by God. It is a power outside of us, being given to us, empowering us-it is the alien righteousness (that is Luther's term when he is speaking about the gospel's story of Christ's death and resurrection and life coming into us) acting upon us.

The verb and noun for 'strength' is 'dunameis' which is where we get our English word, 'dynamite.' We are dynamoed by the dynamite that comes from the 'kratos' of God. It is a word that also means power, but the nuance moves from raw 'power' or 'force' to 'power' that also means, 'might/rule/sovereignty', the kind of power that a king or governor would have.

"May we be made strong [dynamite] in the strength [strength] that comes from the strength [rule/sovereignty] of God!" May we be made strong in the will, the alien righteousness, the gift of grace that fills our lives with robust, vibrant, purpose-filled and joy-filled responsive living! Perhaps in Paul's mind, this is what makes someone a human dynamo---divine strengthening!!  (You know, 'that word of truth that has come to you,' 'now that you have truly comprehended the grace of God.')

Do you remember the 'Andy Griffith Show' episode where Deputy Barney Fife is facing a showdown with two country farmers wanting to sell their goods illegally by the side of the road? First Barney keeps them at bay in the strength of his gun and their fear that he will use it. But when that raw force breaks down, Barney tells them that while he is puny, they should look at the star on his chest that speaks to the power of all the people of Mayberry who have given  him the strength of their combined authority to enforce the law. The gun is 
raw 'dynamos' while the 'star' represents the 'kratos'.

May you be made strong in the reign of God that fills your life!!

And for those who want to doubt that or challenge that, you can just say as Barney does, 

"NIP IT!!  NIP IT IN THE BUD!!"  [Doesn't make a lot of sense here, I just love Barney saying that from one episode to the next!]

But the Greek here says, 'according to the power of His glory.' I like the 
idea that 'the glory of God' is where someone perceives where heaven and earth meet, where what is heavenly and divine is encountering or invading the earthly and mortal. Jesus was always the glory of God because Jesus was always where heaven and earth touched. It is a great way to read the Gospel of John! I like the way that Psalm 115 speaks to the glory of God being done for the sake of God's steadfast love and faithfulness!

May you be made strong in the reign of God that is touching, inbreaking upon the earth-your very own life-the very place where God's steadfast love and faithfulness is bursting upon and empowering in the Name of Jesus, the crucified and risen One!!

'into all patience and long suffering/perseverance'. 

The NRSV says, 'while enduring everything with patience.'  Maybe some of that 'strength' given is for this life's trials, setbacks, evils, sins, 
disappointments, frustrations, oppression that needs to be endured, persevered, outlasted, outlived by the eternal life that enlivens, emboldens, embraces us.

We have a number of parishes going through hard transitions. The hope is that these difficult transitions will be done quickly, but so often they just keep going……going….as if there is no end to them. Long suffering and patience is needed for them by the power that comes from the power of God through the promises of the gospel like, "And lo, I am with you always, to the end of the ages." "Wherever two or three are gathered in my name, there I am with them." "This is my body given for you!"

It is a patience that is needed within them, but it is a patience promised by a power that comes from outside of them that seeks to fill them with purpose, steadfastness and unity of faith, and hope for the hard time.

Many of you reading this text this morning are in VERY difficult stretches of your life. I pray that you may be made strong in the divine love that may yet provide perseverance through it. I pray that in the midst of the long suffering that you may experience some sign of the power/reign of the crucified and resurrected Christ Jesus that will bring assured knowledge of His presence and everlasting love. I pray that the presence of our Lord will be made known to you. In the name of Christ, may it be so!
