WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 5:25-26
 [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
 [26] Let us have no self-conceit, no provoking of one another, no envy   of one another. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Almighty God, Stir up in us the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.” [prayer of Affirmation of Baptism from the new ELW hymnal] Kindle in us the fire of your love and give to us not a spirit of timidity, but a roaring fire of power, love, and self-control that we might be heralds, apostles, and teachers this day as your ambassadors. Breathe upon us the fresh life of your Spirit; inspire us for witness and service not only to your whole world but also for my/your child. Hear our prayers this day for _______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”

Now this verb for ‘live’ ought to be heard not only in the idea of ‘living by’ but in the sense of ‘living because of the Spirit’s birthing, inspiring, creating life within us.’ “If because of the Spirit’s new life within us we now breathe, inspire, have life at all, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”

Now this verb for ‘be guided’ as a number of nuances worth including as well.

“let us also ‘walk in line with”  It is our own sobriety test or our marching line or ‘he leads me in the narrow paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.’ If you prefer the dance of faith, ‘let us also do the line dance!’ It is being in step with the Spirit’s piping!! It is not only about following in an army with its discipline, it is the joy of being in step, in sync, in accord with the joyous life of the Spirit.

“let us also ‘hold to’ the Spirit.” Let us seek to hang on, to seek after, to grasp for the way of the Spirit.

“let us also ‘stand beside’ the Spirit.” Let us take our stand in the guidance of the Spirit. Let us have some backbone in the following, some conviction about the rightness of the Spirit.

“let us also ‘agree with’ the Spirit.” Let us be in agreement in our lives with the life of the Spirit. Let our lives truly be the fruit, the model, the right expression of the Spirit.

Richard Hays in the New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary approached these last two verses as a baptismal charge. “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”

That is a neat way to approach them!!

“Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another.”

This has echoes from 5:15: “If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another!”

This verse followed ‘loving the neighbor as yourself’; our verse for today follows being guided by the Spirit and NOT the works of the flesh!

“let us not become conceited.” How can I who have been absolutely rescued from real powers of my own sin, evil, and death become conceited about that? I need to be so careful about my Lutheran studies as well!! Luther’s theology does not lead to smugness or superiority, it leads to humility and serving my neighbor because my life lives by my Lord who humbled himself and took the form of a servant [Phil. 2:5ff, “The Freedom of the Christian”]. Conceit can often come from comparisons like the Pharisee and the Publican in the gospel of Luke 18: “God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.” Humility comes in comparing my life to Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, who emptied himself of his whole life for my sin in order that I may be His! So Galatians that begins: “and the Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself for our sins to set us free from the present evil age according to the will of our God and Father....”, now encourages us not to become conceited!!

“competing against one another, envying one another” or “jealous of one another.”.” This verb means to quarrel, to vie against, as well. I would admit to spending a great deal of my ministry ‘competing’ for Lutherans moving into an area. I would admit to spending a great deal of my ministry ‘competing’ against other Christians for members.

When competing for new Lutherans moving into the area in Virginia, it CAN seem like panning for gold and the prospects seem slim in a commonwealth with less than 1% Lutherans!!  When competing for new members from other Christian denominations the prospects seem slim when I see their giant edifices and their huge congregations. I often feel like the 12 spies in Canaan returning to report ‘there are giants in the land!’

I am learning that I need to be thanking God for the presence of fellow Lutheran communities and fellow Christian communities in this very time! I am learning that there are probably 3 million unchurched folks in Virginia. How do we fish for people together?

I suspect that the key to my outreach is to seek to welcome and invite to Christian community the new ones to my parish area in the first weeks of arrival where they truly are grieving their lost sense of belonging from the community they left. The key is not my interest in growth; the key is my interest in my new neighbor’s life and need for belonging.

Congregations should not be worried about their survival; they should be concerned about their renewal. As we go deeper in scripture and sharing the faith and praying for one another, we may find ourselves going deeper into our neighborhoods around us. As we practice sharing to one another who Jesus is and the difference His life makes in our lives, as we share what God has truly done for our lives, as we share with one another how we wrestle with how to share our faith, we may discover words of invitation and dialogue for our neighbor, colleague, family member, and especially for our child.

If we draw a circle around our church with the diameter of one mile, what do we know about these people for whom God so loved that He sent His only Son? Is learning about their lives a place to begin? Draw a beeline to our colleague’s, neighbor’s, child’s life. Is that the place to begin?

“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us!” [II Cor. 5:20].

Paul might write it this way: “So if we live by the Spirit, let us also walk/be guided by the Spirit, not becoming conceited, competing, or envying one another, but speaking a word of joyous conviction to the Lord of our lives in loving service of our neighbor.”

