WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 6:6
[6] Let him who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “O God of wisdom, in your goodness you provide faithfulu teachers for your Church. By your Holy Spirit give all teachers insight into your Word, holy lives as examples to us all, and the courage to know and do the truth.” (prayer for teachers, LBW)

Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for _____________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.”

“Those catechized in the word must share/ have fellowship in all good things with their catechizer.”

Here is Paul in the first generation of the planting of churches, and it seems that he is concerned about the financial care of those who are teaching the Word or the scriptures or the new gospel he has brought to Galatia.

Martyn, in his commentary on Galatians, speaks to Paul wanting to set up teachers who will continue to teach the gospel that Paul brought. He proposes that the missionaries who have come are challenging the need of these teachers. Paul is advocating their support.

Richard Hays wonders about this proposal since there is only one verse dealing with such an important word that could be shared on behalf of his catechizers. Surely Paul would have spoken more strongly on their behalf.

I would give thanks for the way that the ELCA DOES seek to share in all good things with rostered leaders. We take MOST seriously the preparation of our clergy, associates in ministry, and diaconal ministers, and we have an intentional candidacy process, four years of college, and four years of seminary that includes a year’s internship and three months of clinical pastoral education usually in an institution like a hospital. We seek to prepare well trained leaders in scripture, theology, and pastoral care. One of our challenges is seeking to care for rostered leaders graduating with very large education debts. We support 28 colleges/universities and 8 seminaries and have helped 700 Lutheran Church teachers and leaders from around the world to study in graduate masters and PHD programs within them. This year we celebrate 100 years of campus ministry with an intentional Lutheran connection or ministry on hundreds of our public college campuses.

I would see this text also having the message that there is also the ‘sharing in all good things.’ This is more than purely finances; it has to do with the good things of fellowship, celebrations, growth in faith, maturity in faith, joy in living, a community of the Spirit, prayers for one another, service to the neighbor. Teacher and catechists should continue to share in the joy and fellowship of the life together that the study of the word brings.

I am so grateful for all the teachers in my life who have taught, modeled, challenged, inspired, led, and encouraged me in my study of faith. 

