WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 2:3-5
[3] But even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 
[4] But because of false brethren secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy out our freedom which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage -- 
[5] to them we did not yield submission even for a moment, that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in the confusion of my world, I so desire clarity. In the midst of many issues, many circumstances, many events that I cannot fully understand, let me trust in the sign of my baptism, in the constant hearing, ‘for you’ in the meal, in the wonderful words of your prayer, “Our Father.” Grant to me sisters and brothers who glorify you as Lord and who seek to be ambassadors of their living Lord in words and deeds. Send me as your ambassador this day and may your gospel remain with me in the words that I share and the deeds that I do in your Name. Hear my prayers this day for ___________________________. Amen.

(For those who have time and desire to read on J)

3 “But even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled to be circumcised, though he was a Greek.”  [No, for any college or university students, this does NOT mean that Titus was a Theta Chi or a TKE or KA.....I do think he rushed for Sigma Phi Epsilon.......but he turned down the bid.]

Okay, I had time to look up the occurrences of Titus in the New Testament! Here in Galatians he is mentioned.  He is mentioned quickly in 2 Timothy 4:10 where we hear that Titus has been sent to Dalmatia [probably for a 101 good reasons, Cruella Deville!] Titus is mentioned in 2 Corinthians 2:13 where it appears that one might make a small argument that the man that Paul saw in his ‘Troas’ vision in the book of Acts was Titus! “When I came to Troas to proclaim the good news of Christ, a door was opened for me in the Lord; but my mind could not rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said farewell to them and went on to Macedonia.” [to look for Titus?]

BUT!!! The chapters of 2 Corinthians 7 & 8 are filled with comments about the ministry of Titus, the character of Titus, and the gifts of Titus! “As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker in your service!”  Here is Paul writing about Titus with affection and admiration.

With Titus’ work among the Gentiles proclaiming and defending the gospel, his strong presence and faith among the apostles in Jerusalem may have made it hard for anyone to ‘compel’ anyone that Titus needed circumcision in order to have faith.

All of this is just guessing. Paul is pointing out, however, that Titus even in Jerusalem before the other apostles was not compelled to be circumcised!

4 “But because of  false believers secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might enslave us—we did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might always remain with you.”

NOT because of the original apostles, but because of false believers is the discussion about circumcision coming up!

And these ‘false believers’ slipped in ‘as spies’! [the Greek verb means ‘to spy]. The verb is from the Greek verb, ‘scope’. There is the ‘micro’ scope to see small things; the ‘telo-scope’ to see things far off. There is the ‘kata-scope’ to see ‘against’ things. Kata-scope means to spy, to view against. These false believers are spying AGAINST the freedom we have in Christ!!!!!

“so that they might make slaves of us’

Slavery under the fulfillment of the whole law versus freedom in Christ will be a recurring theme in this letter.  There is a group of Christians who want  circumcision and the Jewish Law to be included as a necessary part of Christian practice and piety.

‘we did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might always remain with you.”

“We did not submit in order that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.”

The truth of the gospel is a living Christ who encounters persons, transforming them into ambassadors for Christ. The truth is not a premise, not a set of rules, not precepts, but a living Lord, an encountering Lord, a surprising, dynamic, real person who actually lives!

“We did not submit to written Law in order that the living Lord might remain as the sole focus of our faith. While scriptures bear witness, it is the crucified, risen, ascended LIVING LORD that is the source, center, truth of our faith as the community of Christ.

In Galatians, RATHER than say, “I find my delight in the Law and on that law I meditate day and night”, Paul will say, “I have died to the Law and been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.”

