WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:10
[10] For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed be every one who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, and do them." 

PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Almighty God, before I dwell upon my faithfulness in acting and speaking, let me first praise you and glorify you for YOUR faithfulness and decisive acting for me and this world! Thank you for sending your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. I am sorry for the cost of his death in pain and grief for the Trinity, but I gratefully worship you for your act to restore us as your own. Kindle in me the fire of your love and send me as your ambassador this day. May I be eager to act on behalf of others in your Name and to speak your Name with joy and honor. Hear my prayer this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)
I can see Paul now speaking to the second part of Genesis 12:3: I will bless those who bless you and the one who curses you, I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

But I also note that the verse quoted in Galatians 3:10, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the law.” is from Deut. 27:26 which closes out the last of a long list of curses for those who do not uphold the covenant. And I also think of Deut.30:19, “I call upon heaven and earth to witness against you today that I set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your descendents (offspring) may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

In all my readings of Galatians, and even in my memorization of Galatians, I had never noticed the use of ‘blessing’ in Galatians 3:6-9 and the use of ‘curse’ in Galatians 3:10-14.

Here is what I would emphasize at this point.

In the calling of Abraham, it is God who does the calling, does the electing, does the blessing. Abram believes that God has acted faithfully and decisively for him. Hence comes the life of faithfulness.

In the rescue of the Hebrew slaves from Egypt, through the Red Sea and the wilderness, the Hebrews remembered God who had acted faithfully and decisively for them. Hence comes the covenant and life of faithfulness.

E.P.Sanders did a HUGE book called Paul and Palestinian Judaism in which his conclusion is that for Paul, righteousness comes by being in Christ. The law will not bring you there because the law is not Christ. Only Christ can make you become ‘in Christ.’ It is not ‘acting right’, it is ‘being transferred’ from one power (sin) to another power (Christ.) Christ has acted faithfully and decisively through his death and resurrection and through baptism for you.

Martin Luther then spends his whole commentary of Galatians speaking to a rescuing God acting faithfully and decisively for you. Hence comes the fruit of faith in good works for the neighbor done in love for God and for neighbor.

Paul is going to contrast ‘doing the works of the law’ with ‘faith in the faithful and decisive actions of Christ to make us his own.’

Paul is NOT condemning the Torah as bad; Paul is speaking to a situation happening in the Christian congregations in Galatia about Christians who are wanting to make doing the works of the Law as necessary for salvation in Christ. Paul is wanting to show that being ‘in Christ’ is something OTHER than the Law. Paul is writing to them, asking them to return to believing in a God who acts faithfully and decisively for us and the world ‘in Christ’!

We will see in the coming week that this has a great deal to say about US. God has acted most faithfully and decisively for us in our baptism, joining us to Christ! We have been rescued from the real powers of sin, evil, and death. We have been transferred [this is even how Colossians speaks about it, “He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.” 1:13].

The blessing of God is God’s rescue of us! The real powers within this world of chaotic sin, evil, and death still seem to abound BUT THEY CANNOT SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS! Even their delight in our apparent destruction and physical death results in our seeing fully what we have in this world seen but dimly, the loving care of God for us all.

Before Paul wants to speak about OUR actions of faithfulness, Paul wants to be “Christ-al” clear about GOD’S actions of faithfulness to make us baptized children of God!!

Can’t wait until Tuesday!!

