WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:6-7

[6] And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 
[7] So through God you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heir.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made us your own. You forgave us all our sins and brought us to newness of life. Continue to strengthen us with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in us your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Send us this day in the power of your Spirit as ambassadors in your Name. Hear our prayers for ___________________. Amen. (prayer of Affirmation of Faith, LBW)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“And because you ARE sons, God HAS SENT OUT His Holy Spirit into our hearts; crying, ‘Abba! Father!”

And because you are sons [in the Son], God has sent out His [the Father’s or the Son’s or both!] Holy Spirit into our hearts crying, ‘Abba! Father!].

Luther speaks to the importance that we realize that Jesus does not refer to himself but always to the Father; the Son always refers to the Father. The Father speaks to His pleasure in the Son. The Father speaks the Word; the Word is of the Father born and borne by the Spirit.

This verse reminds me of Romans 8:14-17, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children [sons] of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption [sonship]. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children [sons] of God, and if children [sons], then heirs, heirs of God and join heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.”

And also John 14:6 ‘no one comes to the Father, except through me.’

Through our baptism, the Trinity has brought us into the life of the Trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to enjoy the faithfulness, trustworthiness, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity of the relationships of the Godhead.

For now, Paul would have us simply trust in the promise of God that we belong to God and to recognize our ability to believe in “Our Father, who art in heaven” is a wonderful sign of our being children of God and of the sign, then, of our baptism that nothing shall separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. The ability to hear that God is not against us but for us; that Christ was sent ‘for you’; to hear with faith the forgiveness of sins spoken to you and receive it in the ‘for you’ of the eucharist is the audible and visible declaration of God that you are in Christ.

“So then you are no longer a slave, BUT a son[child]; and if a son[child], also an heir on account of God!”

Two emphases of gospel are here: 1-You are a child of God, with all the life of the promises of God! 2-You are a child because of God’s action in Christ for you!

And we are ambassadors for the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and for the life, faith, love, joy, and hope they bring to the world and to our lives.

