WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision! Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 6:15-16
[15] For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 
[16] Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY :”Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for __________. Amen.

(prayer for 1st Sunday in Advent, ELW!!)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on ()

15 “For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything!”

This may very well be the best hidden climax to a piece of literature ever!!

I believe I would translate this verse: “But neither circumcision IS nor uncircumcision, but NEW CREATION!”

Now this verse is stuck in a paragraph in the New Revised Standard Version. I would have put it right out by itself in its own paragraph with all captals!

I believe that Paul is summing up his whole argument in this verse, and I would see him seeking to say: “It is no longer who is in and who is out, but WHO IS LORD!!!!

Jesus  Christ, the Son of God, who was raised from the dead [1:1], who gave himself for our sins [1:2],who came to set us free [1:2], who loved me and gave himself for me and who lives in me [2:20], who redeemed me from curse of the Law so that the blessing of Abraham through the Spirit might come [3:13-14],  that what was promised through faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe [3:22], that we might be children of God through him [3:26], that we are Abraham’s offspring and an heir  in him [3:29], that the Spirit of him might live in us [4:6], so that we might then praise/boast in the very cross of our Lord! [6:14]!

This verse reminds me of II Cor. 5:17: “So if anyone is in Christ, behold there is a new creation!!” Then what follows is then being an ambassador of God’s ministry of reconciliation!

Paul is celebrating that Jesus Christ is LORD! Everything else pales in that proclamation, and every other way of finding one’s worth and value and goodness is to be forgotten because it is the rescuing work of God in Christ that matters.

Now we are able to live by the Christ who lives in me, and we are able to love our neighbor in the same way that our Lord loves us, by laying down our lives for them.

There is one person who remains the same from creation to NEW CREATION, the Lord. Faith in the God who loves us and gives the Son for us, creates by the Son for us, gives the Spirit of God within us, works miracles among us is the God of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Alpha and Omega, first and ending.

16 “As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.”

As for those who will follow this rule or principle, or way of conduct, or basic principles” Paul used the verb of this same word form back in 5:25, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided, walk by, conduct our lives in the Spirit.”

Let us, therefore, live by the Lord of all life in the awareness of not what separates us from God, but how God has given his Son so that NOTHING can separate us FROM God because God in Christ now lives in us!!

Now Paul speaks about the Israel of God to those who have heard about the Jewish Law. The Israel of God is the people of God who have faith in God, who rely on the grace and promises of God.

In the season of Advent as we look to the Spirit to re-kindle, as we look to the Lord who comes in a surprising way in manger and on that final day, the world in winter looks to light and new creation, looks to candles of hope and promises.

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to set us free from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever! Amen!” [1:3] 

