WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 6:7-10
[7] Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

[8] For he who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption; but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 
[9] And let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we do not lose heart. 
[10] So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in this season of Advent, we look to you as the Light of the world. We give thanks for your coming to set us free from our sin, from this world’s evil, and from death itself. We entrust to you all that we hold dear, especially those most dear to us. Enable me this day to be your ambassador and to speak of the One I know and in whom I place my trust. Hear my prayers this day for ___________. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on J )
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.”

“Do not be deceived, be led astray, God can not be made a fool of, for what a man sows, this he shall reap.”

“Let’s be clear! If you plant apples seeds, you are going to get apples!”

“If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit.”

“so that one who sows to their own flesh, from the flesh he shall reap corruption, ruin., and one who sows to the Spirit from the Spirit he shall reap eternal life.”

Now I am able to quickly think about simple moral lessons: if I develop bad habits I will reap the results of those bad things. And I see such things to be true, particularly around my expanding waistline!!

But remember that in this letter, Luther notes that the flesh is having to do with the BEST of our religion and life. Remember back in chapter 3? “Did you receive the Spirit by doing works of the law or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh?” Can you not see this argument in terms of the words today. “for you reap whatever you sow.”

“If you sow to a religion of works, to a clinging to circumcision and the Law as the way to live, you shall reap that life, but it has to do with the things of this world and not with faith and Spirit. You will be sowing to a gospel DIFFERENT from the one we proclaimed to you.”

“But as you sow to the Spirit and faith in the Christ who loved me and gave himself for me. If you do not nullify the grace of God, but believe in the promises of God in Christ Jesus and not in our own works, then you shall reap eternal life of the everlasting Spirit of God. If you insist on flesh you will soon be about the works of the flesh. If you live by faith in the Spirit you will soon discover the fruit of the Spirit among you.”

I might indeed take this as simple wisdom about watching what I eat, what I read and watch, what I drink and how I act. 

But it is more than that, a final admonition of Paul to recognize the two spheres of living, according to our own works or living by grace in the power of the Spirit, standing on the actions we have done or living upon the grace of God’s actions for us.

Yet there is some practical wisdom there for us in our daily living with one another, especially in our becoming a servant in love to our neighbor. [Gal. 5:13-14].

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”

“So then, let us not get tired of doing that which is good, beneficial, for we shall reap in its kairos time, if we do not give out, faint, give up.”

What a wonderful verse for the season of Advent. In this season of waiting for the return of our Lord in the GREAT harvest, do not let our candles go out. Now in this final season of waiting, do not grow tired of letting your light so shine that others may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven! Do not grow weary in sowing to the Spirit even though it seems that the harvest is SOOOOO long away. Rather, think about the kairos time of the harvest and your planting as a participation in that coming harvest.

I think of that in terms of my fathering or grandfathering or being neighborly in love. By my words and actions, to intentionally sow seeds of the gospel’s Spirit for the other’s budding in faith, and not to grow weary in that sowing of faith even though it seems not to be bearing fruit now. The one who plants an apple tree, plants for the future years.

“”So then, whenever we have the opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”

“So then, as we have kairos times, let us work for the good of all, above all else to the household of faith.”

In the work of the gospel, let us be about what shall save the world, the Son who gave himself away for our sin to set us free from this present evil age. [Gal 1:3]. Let us work for the whole household, the whole economy of faith! That sowing to the grace of God IS for the good of all. The seeds of that gospel are in small words of grace and small actions of grace, done in love, and done for the glory of God. Those seeds are tiny, so small that they are often planted without our knowing. That is the joy of Matthew 25 for the sheep who are surprised that their actions were actually seeds of the gospel.
For my daily living, I like this last verse. Our life of faith IS for the good of all, and it is about faith, a clinging to the promises of God. It is about living for the glory of God who so loved the world that he gave his only Son to set us free from the bondage of our sin and this present evil age. But that love sends us also into this present evil age to shine like stars or like Advent candles to the light of Christ.
“You are the light of the world, you are the light of the world.

So shine, shine, shine where you are.

You are the light of the world.”

