WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 3:12

Philippians 3: [12] Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, by your death and resurrection and by your life promised through the gift of baptism you have made me your own. I give thanks for your promises and life for me; enable me to seek to live as one who has been made your own by seeking to be your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers especially for ______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on ()

“Not that I have already received it or have completed it, but I press on/strive to make it my own because Christ Jesus has made me his own.”

I believe that Martin Luther has this verse in mind when he was writing his explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles Creed in his Small Catechism.

“I believe that Jesus Christ has rescued me a lost and condemned creature, he has delivered me from the powers of sin, evil, and death, not with silver and gold, but with his holy and precious blood, his innocent suffering and death, in order that I may be His…

It is so relational!! Paul presses on to be ever more in the life of Christ who emptied himself in order to become incarnate, ever more within our life, in order to rescue us through baptism and the proclamation of the gospel through Word and Sacrament.

The idea of ‘pressing on’ is really the Greek verb that is often used for those who ‘hunt down/persecute’. It carries the idea of striving, seeking, going after in a VERY intentional way.

In the same way, the Christ hymn in chapter 2 has already described how intentional Christ has been in seeking after us. Like the last verse of the 23rd psalm, “Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me/shall hunt me down all my life.” 

