WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON  PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

PHILIPPIANS: 2

[5] thankful for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
[6] And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
[7] It is right for me to feel thus about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
[8] For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
[9] And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 
[10] so that you may approve what is excellent, and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
[11] filled with the fruits of righteousness which come through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you who did not consider equality with God as something to be grasped; you who emptied yourself, taking on the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness; you who being found in human form, humbled yourself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross; you who are also highly exalted, there, and given the name that is above every 
name; you that are Lord to whom all shall bend their knee and confess with their 
tongue, to you be glory and praise and gratitude and love and humble service in 
your Name! Send me as your ambassador this day, O Lord! Hear my prayer for 
_____________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

We come to the third LOOONG sentence. In the first sentence, Paul has spoken 
about unity in Christ against hostility in the world outside the church and 
the consequent suffering that may come.

In the second sentence he spoke to the need for unity within the church in 
the midst of some apparent conflict or inner hostility which will appear as he 
speaks to two women in conflict in chapter 4 or with some those who seem to 
have taken on the Jewish Law within the community of Philippi in chapter 3. The 
unity in Christ, in the Spirit, in compassion was shaped by the key word of 
'humility' toward one another and the desire to care for the interests/needs of 
others.

In this third LOONG sentence, we have Paul lifting up Jesus Christ as the 
model for humility and unity. Just as he spoke to the need of having the same 
faith in the gospel, the same inner life, the same Spirit, and the same way of 
thinking or the same frame of mind, now he begins in verse 5, 

"Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus:" 

And now Paul uses a 'hymn' to articulate the example of Jesus. Some scholars 
believe that Paul composed the 'hymn'. Others believe that Paul quoted or used 
a 'hymn' that was already sung by Christians and perhaps was already known by 
the Philippians. Paul uses the words of a 'hymn' in the same way that pastors 
will use words from a 'hymn' to make a point within a sermon or a newsletter 
article or a letter.

Hymns were already being used in the 40's of the first century, about 5-10 
years earlier than the date of this letter. They were used to offer thanks and 
praise to God for the gift of Jesus, and they were used as a catechesis, as 
teaching, as formulas of belief about Jesus!

Though I can certainly see Paul as able to be the author of this 'hymn', I 
also like the idea of Paul quoting a hymn as a way of also suggesting the unity 
of the church by using a hymn that unified the contemporary church. Just like 
the Virginia Synod has a 'theme hymn' ["We All Are One in Mission" 755 With 
One Voice], perhaps Paul is using a contemporary hymn about Jesus to illustrate 
his intent.

This sentence from Paul is one of the most famous and written about 'hymn' in 
the whole New Testament, because it provides insights into an early Christian 
creed, into hymnology in the early church, into the idea of incarnation as an 
obedient humbling to do the will of the Father of the Trinity. It lifts up an 
insight into the relationship between Jesus and God which will with time 
become spoken of as the relationship between the Son and the Father within the 
Trinity. This sentence in Philippians will be used along with the first 18 verses 
in the gospel of John and Colossians 1:15-20 as beginning places to discuss 
the unique relationships of the Son with the Father in the power of the Spirit.
It uniquely lifts up the idea of the Son freely acting in love, on his own 
emptying himself, IN ORDER TO BE OBEDIENT IN LOVE TO HIS FATHER! The Trinity 
becomes talked of as this community of love, of edifying one another, as 
obedience as a sign of highest honoring of the Father.

My reading of others helped me to see:

The message of the 'hymn' speaks to Jesus' pre-existence 'in the form of God' 
and his emptying himself in humility for our sake! In placing our needs above 
his own he emptied himself and became a slave and died a slave's horrifying 
execution, on the cross! All of this emptying and humbling in the desire to be 
obedient in fulfilling the plan of God. For this reason God exalted him high 
above all other names and gave him the name of Lord to which every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess!

The 'hymn' lifts up Jesus as the model as opposed to Adam, the man. Jesus, in 
the form of God, did not grasp his opportunity to be God, but emptied himself 
in love for another. Adam, by contrast, did not seek to remain a man but 
grasped at the opportunity to be like God in selfishness, in seeking his own 
interests.

The hymn is also a way that we see Paul, also, who finds himself who has 
become an obedient slave of Christ who finds himself, a Roman citizen, now in 
prison for being a Christian, who will speak in chapter 3 to his joy of the 
surpassing value of knowing Jesus Christ as Lord, who has made Paul his own and has 
urged him on in obtaining the goal of the call of God in Christ Jesus. There 
is in Paul, also, an emptying and a new exaltation that has come through 
obedience to the call of Christ.

So we return to the sentence, 

6-8 "who though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death-even death on a cross."

In verse 6 Jesus is in the 'form' of God, the 'morph' of God which means the 
essence of God, Jesus was God.

But he did not regard his 'exalted' status as God, his divine essence, as 
something to exploit! The word for exploit is a word which can also mean to 'take 
advantage of' to 'rob' and even 'to rape!' The point is, Jesus in his place 
of power, exaltation, being the top dog in the universe, does not exploit the 
position FOR HIS OWN SELFISH SELF-INTEREST! He doesn't use 40% of the world's 
resources to light his pool, to over fertilize his golf course, to fuel his 
private leer jet, to build his $15 million mansion, to load up his garage with 
BMW's or whatever.

Jesus in the 'essence' of God, does what God is all about, in love and 
obedience, the almighty, the highest form, emptied himself FOR OUR SAKE and took on 
our 'likeness'. The interesting thing about the hymn [which is not a 
systematic theology but a hymn!] is that it moves Jesus from the highest point on the 
cultural ladder of the day to the very bottom of the cultural ladder, from 
higher than the emperor's status to the status of a slave that is NO status at 
all! This is not a 'little humbling', this is absolutely 'cosmic humbling!'

Let's talk about the humility. The divine essence is 'born' in a human 
likeness; the divine undergoes generation in all its earthiness! And in that human 
form, in that Adamic form, unlike Adam, he humbled himself and became obedient 
even to the point of death, even death on a cross! Adam grasped after God; 
how can it be that God took on human form? And when Jesus came in human form, 
how the Adams of this world grasped him! They put him on the cross, the 
execution reserved for slaves and anarchists and terrorists! And in their likeness he 
died in a horrifying way; forever the cross would then become the sign of our 
God who knows [and has endured as Son and as grieved as Father/Parent and as 
overcome and created anew as Holy Spirit] the cruelest, most unfair, diabolical 
deaths that Adams and Eves can imagine and enact.

Now Paul capitalizes first on the name of Jesus! Jesus is an Aramaic 
translation of Joshua which means deliverer or Savior. Let our model come from our 
Savior, from the very one who has saved us through his emptying, his 
incarnation, his life among us, his example of obedience, his death on the cross, this 
one who willingly emptied and died for our sake.

So even we sing hymns like "What Wondrous Love is This?"

9-11 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

THEREFORE! It is a powerful word because it speaks to God's plan; it speaks 
to the resurrection as worthy follow up to the Savior who willingly empties 
himself and humbly dies. As a scholar notes, the cross is not a tunnel for Jesus 
but a cave. Jesus experiences death. It is the work of the Spirit's 
resurrection within the Trinity that allows us to speak of Jesus enduring death and 
Jesus's resurrection as the will of the Father who vindicates the life of his 
only Son by raising it up as the example for all and as the Savior of all.

The word for "highly exalted" means literally to be 'the highest exalted'. So 
Jesus goes again from the very bottom to the very top! 

And has given him the name above EVERY name. "Not to us but to your Name, O 
Lord, give the glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and faithfulness." 
This is how Psalm 115 begins and its speaks to why God's Name is to be glorified 
because only God in fulfilling God's Name, what God is about, can bring 
about the steadfast love and faithfulness that is necessary for this world's 
creation and our salvation. It is divinity that will so willingly empty itself to 
become obedient to the point of the cross's death for sinners. This is the 
point of Paul in Romans 5:5 "Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person-though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us….For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God…much more 
surely…will we be saved by his life."

So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord"

Read Isaiah 45:23: "To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear." 
Now this comes as a part of II Isaiah, probably the strongest long section of 
scripture that lifts up the utter omnipotence or almightiness of God and the 
word that there is only ONE God of all the nations even the mighty empire of 
Babylon! Now to this God, the name of Jesus is attributed as the same!

And notice the cosmology of the day: heaven, earth, and under the earth. We 
might say, every galaxy, every star, every person on earth, every power seen 
and unseen, every place and person within the whole universe. Not only every 
knee, but every tongue which is both individual but also language. This is an all 
inclusive phrase.

'should confess/praise/thank/speak aloud that Jesus Christ is Lord' Now to 
Philippians who were Roman citizens, they knew that this Greek word for Lord was 
the title reserved for 'Caesar.' To make this confession was to confess that 
not Caesar, but Jesus was Lord, the highest resource for life. Now you were 
getting political! The confession was not a private word but a public word! This 
may be why Paul is facing trial! He keeps making his faith in Christ Jesus a 
public word! A Roman citizen saying that Jesus, not Caesar, is Lord!!

'to the glory of God the Father.' Now 1:11 concluded the prayer of Paul for 
the Philippians, "having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God." It is for the will of the 
Father to be done, for the divine steadfast love and faithfulness to be enacted 
for the sake of the world.

What will follow this great hymn of example will be words about living as a 
community of Christ now and then will come two examples of this faith lived out 
in Timothy and Epaphroditus.

The hymn is to have additional stanzas, stanzas that speak to how the 
community of the Savior live, how some become obedient servants in their living, how 
they become ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through them.

For those who need a refresher course in our synod hymn, bear with me, and 
read again the words of "We All Are One in Mission."

"We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ the Lord of all.
A single great commission compels us from above
to plan and work together that all may know Christ's love.

We all are called to service, to witness to God's name.
Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same;
to touch the lives of others with God's surprising grace,
so every folk and nation may feel God's warm embrace.

Now let us be united and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God's redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of All."
-Rusty Edwards 1955-

Have a wonderful day in the humble and exalted life of our Lord and Savior as 
His ambassadors!!



[Some scholars see this hymn as two stanzas, the first being the humiliation 
and death and the second being the exaltation. Others see this hymn as three 
stanzas, the first being the Son before the humiliation, the second being the 
humiliation, and the third being the exaltation.]


