WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 3: 18-19
Philippians 3: 

[18] For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 
[19] Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, help me not to be an enemy of the cross. Help 
me not to live only by own interests and not the interests of others. Help me 
not to live my own life of the belly, but to live seeking to be obedient to 
your will. Help me not to seek my glory, but your glory. In all the things and 
desires that lead me astray, hear my desire for forgiveness and a renewal of 
your life-giving rescue. Then send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my 
prayers this day for __________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

"For many are walking as enemies of the cross of Christ." Their walking is 
not in step with the walking that Paul was speaking of in the previous verses. 
No, here is another way of walking, and it is a different march that leads to a 
different road and a different destination.

They are walking as enemies of the cross. 

Now if you read the letter to the Galatians you can see Paul speaking to the 
way of the cross as justification that comes through Jesus Christ alone and 
not in a combination with the Jewish Law or any other 'Law' that allows my 
righteousness to be measured in my faithfulness and not by the pure faithfulness of 
my Lord who came to rescue me. It is not a work but a gift. It is not my 
changing my life, but it is receiving the life of Christ and HIS righteousness 
that transforms my life.

But here in Philippians, we have had the cross already mentioned in the 
Christ hymn in chapter 2, the way of emptying for us in obedience to the Father, 
the way of not exploiting one's own position but having great regard for the 
interests of others, the way of suffering that also contains great joy, like 
mindedness, consolation, encouragement in love, the koinonia of the Spirit, 
compassion and mercy.

In I Corinthians Paul begins with Christ crucified and in chapter 5 of Romans 
Paul speaks to the rescuing work of the cross. So important for Paul is the 
cross where sins are forgiven.

But the other way leads to destruction/utter ruin. Instead of leading to the 
goal of the prize of the heavenly calling, it concludes with the only thing 
that an earthly life leads to….death.

"Their God is the belly."

Now this could be simply one of living for the now, going for all the gusto, 
having the pure heart of consumption. Maybe Paul would sing "Glories of Your 
Name Are Spoken" and the fourth stanza:
"Fading are the worldlings' pleasures 
All their boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasures
None but Zion's children know."

Maybe Paul would be thinking of Ecclesiastes and his conclusion that such a 
life is but 'chasing the wind.'

But it could also have a spiritual sense. The belly was also seen as the 
center of emotion, navel gazing? He could be speaking to a spirituality that has 
its own sense of divinity but is not rooted in the cross.

"Their glory is in their shame/disgrace." When it comes time for judgment, 
their 'glory' will come up short.

"They are earthly minded" Now Paul uses that frequent verb in Philippians, 
'phronein' to speak for the first time about being 'of a mind' outside of the 
cross of Christ. Instead of heaven's desire, it is earth's desire. In 
Colossians 2:16-3:17 you can see the earthly and heavenly particularly contrasted. Paul 
is going to make a sharp contrast in the verses that follow.

Just as the community of Christ is 'same minded' so there are enemies of the 
cross that are 'earthly minded'.

I find my own challenge in these verses about my own lifestyle. My belly 
certainly knows the joys of my consumptive life, especially compared to millions 
around the world. Much of what I would call my successes, my glories, will fall 
by the wayside when the true judgment of things by my Lord happens. They may 
even become part of my shame and disgrace standing before my Lord. "James 
Foltz Mauney, do you love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord, you know I love you." 
And I am so earthly minded in my earthiness, bound by my passions, prejudices, 
fears, and loyalties.

There is much about my life that lives as an enemy of the cross, that prefers 
a God that fills my belly, tolerates MY glory, encourages my earthly 
passions, "I work at my golf religiously! He is so devoted to his work! He worships 
that child! That band is just awesome! That cake is to die for! O my God, the 
Beatles!!!"

Paul says it leads him to crying for them; it leads me to repentance each 
Sunday. The old Adam dies hard! The old Jim dies even harder!! 

