Lenten Series: Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World 

The following was adapted from a series originally created by Pastor Drew Tucker and Pastor John Wertz, Jr. This document includes texts for a sermon series, a pattern for how to read the Book of Acts during the Lenten Series, posts for social media and discussion questions. (Updated 2/1/22)



Sermon Series Texts and Possible Preaching ideas

Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World

1. Called and Empowered to be a Witness: Acts 1:6-11 – Focus on verse 8 connect “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes” to Pentecost story in Acts then build on the idea that we are witnesses to those we know, don’t know and haven’t met yet

2. Connecting to One another – Acts 2:42-47 – What does being together look like in today’s world? How to we live into the idea that the followers of Jesus had the goodwill of all through the support and care they provided for one another, their devotion, and their commitment to making sure everyone had enough.

3. Witnessing in our Circles – Acts 6:1-7 - Witnessing to those we know –the Seven are chosen and sent to serve. There is power in claiming gifts God has provided and putting them to use to share the good news.

4. Witnessing to our Community – Acts 8:26-40 - Witnessing to those we don’t know: Focus on the power of personally sharing God’s story and how God’s story connects to your story.

5. Witnessing to the Ends of the Earth – Acts 17:16-33 -  Witnessing to those we haven’t met yet/Witnessing to those we may never meet:  Paul meets people where they are, learns about the community, and uses the bridge of the altar to the unknown God to make a connection to the culture so the story of Jesus can be heard. How could we follow that pattern in today’s world?


Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World

Beginning on March 2, 2022 and throughout the season of Lent, you could invite the congregation to join in reading the Book of Acts. Link could be posted to the day’s reading on social media from Monday to Friday using the pattern below. You could also provide the download at the end of this document which functions as a reading guide.

March 2	Chapter 1 	(Ash Wednesday)
March 3	Chapter 2
March 4	Chapter 3
March 7	Chapter 4
March 8	Chapter 5
March 9	Chapter 6
March 10	Chapter 7
March 11	Chapter 8
March 14	Chapter 9
March 15	Chapter 10
March 16 	Chapter 11
March 17	Chapter 12
March 18	Chapter 13
March 21	Chapter 14
March 22	Chapter 15
March 23	Chapter 16
March 24	Chapter 17
March 25	Chapter 18
March 28	Chapter 19
March 29	Chapter 20
March 30	Chapter 21
March 31	Chapter 22
April 1		Chapter 23
April 4		Chapter 24
April 5		Chapter 25
April 6		Chapter 26
April 7		Chapter 27
April 8		Chapter 28

Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World

Below are links to each chapter in Acts from the Oremus Bible Browser. If you are encouraging people to read the book of Acts during Lent, these links could be used to post the text on Social Media. These links can be used in combination with the questions on the next two pages which are also organized by chapter.

Acts Daily Chapter Reading Links:

1	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264728
2	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264755
3	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264795
4	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264817
5	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264832
6	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264848
7	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264861
8	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264877
9	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264892
10	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264909	
11	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264925
12	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264942
13	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264962
14	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264977
15	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366264994
16	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265008
17	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265024
18	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265038
19	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265055
20	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265071
21	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265089
22	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265104
23	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265118
24	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265134
25	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265149
26	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265163
27	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265179
28	http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=366265193



Online Discussion Questions for Social Media to accompany links to scripture passage

1 Jesus calls us to be witnesses to the ends of the earth.  What is one obstacle that you face in daily life to being a witness to God’s love in Jesus?  What resources do you need to overcome that obstacle?
2 On the Day of Pentecost, Peter addresses the crowd to tell them about Jesus.  When you talk about Jesus, what are three key points you try and share? 
3 Peter and John have no silver or gold, but they give the beggar at the Beautiful Gate the gift of healing and hope in Jesus’ name.  Share one time that God’s love has helped you experience healing and hope.
4 The early Christians prayed for boldness, shared their gifts freely and cared for those in need.  How might the daily life of the early Christian movement influence our lives of faith today? 
5 Being a follower of Jesus can sometimes mean we face difficult decisions and can bring us into conflict with others.  Share one situation you have faced where following Jesus’ teaching was especially difficult to follow in today’s world.
6 As the ministry of the early Christian movement grows, so do the needs of the community.  How can the church do a better job of following the example in Acts 6:3 and encouraging the community to lift up gifted people and bless them for the ministry they are called to do?
7 Stephen recounts the history of God’s saving acts and presence with God’s people in an attempt to help his neighbors understand who Jesus was and what Jesus meant.  The people were nevertheless enraged and stoned Stephen to death.  As he was dying, Stephen said “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”  Why do you think Stephen was willing to offer forgiveness to those who attacked him?
8 Philip goes outside of Jerusalem to preach and teach about Jesus.  What would inspire you to share the story of Jesus with someone you don’t already know?
9 What details of Paul’s conversion story jumped out to you as your read the story?
10 Peter says in verse 28 “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.”  What might Peter’s insight from God mean for us in the world today?
11 Peter gets pushback from the existing Christians for welcoming outsiders and folks who are different into the family.  What can we learn from Peter’s response that might be helpful in our world today?
12 King Herod (not the same Herod who was king when Jesus was born) has Peter arrested and kills James, the brother of John.  Why do you think that across the centuries there has often been conflict between the church’s mission and the government’s goals?
13 Paul and Barnabas move around the region sharing the story of Jesus.  How can we be missionaries like Paul and Barnabas without ever leaving our community?  
14 Not everyone who hears Paul and Barnabas tell the story of Jesus is convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, but those who are convinced form a community of believers in each place.  Why do you think Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for each church?  How might the elders help the church even in Paul and Barnabas’ absence?
15 Paul and Barnabas debate the necessity of circumcision with other faithful believers. What can we learn from their approach to solving this debate that might help us as we seek to be faithful in today’s conflicted world?
16 Paul and Silas share the story of Jesus with Lydia and she and her household are baptized.  What might this interaction teach us about the place of women in the early church?
17 When Paul speaks to the Athenians, he intentionally makes a connection to an existing part of their culture to help them see a connection to Jesus.  Where might we see God present in our world today in an unexpected place?
18 Paul invests time in telling the story of Jesus, both discussing who Jesus is and why he matters for the world.  What is the most helpful idea about Jesus someone has shared with you?
19 A riot breaks out in Ephesus because Paul’s preaching and teaching about Jesus is threatening the business interests of the artisans who make statues of Artemis.  How do you balance the demands of your job with the teachings of Jesus?
20 Paul says goodbye to the Ephesians and encourages them to continue in faithfulness.  What words, activities or people encourage you in your faithfulness?
21 Paul knows that he will be arrested in Jerusalem and yet he goes to Jerusalem anyway to continue his ministry.  Once he is in Jerusalem, his enemies stir up the crowd and have him arrested.  What can we learn from Paul about the way he responds to those who stand against him?
22 Paul is once again arrested because of his beliefs, but instead of discouraging him, each arrest seems to embolden Paul to continue to speak.  What emboldens or encourages you to speak about your faith to another person or group? 
23 Sadly, the dispute between Paul and those who think his teaching is blasphemous escalates to the point where Paul’s enemies plot to kill him.  How do we respond to those who think violence is an appropriate response to disagreements about faith?
24 Those who follow Jesus are described by Paul and his enemies as being a part of The Way.  How would you describe The Way we follow Jesus today?
25 Faith and politics seem to be a constant theme in the world today, but we may not realize that faith and politics were an issue in Acts as well.  What does Paul and his ministry gain by the way he defends himself and by his appeal to the emperor?
26 Paul has been under arrest and his case has been on-going for at least two years before he speaks to King Agrippa.  When given the chance to speak, Paul doesn’t offer a new defense, but instead tells the story of Jesus and his conversion yet again.  What can we learn from Paul about how we can share Jesus’ story with others?
27 Paul draws on God’s presence to provide a voice of calm and peace in the midst of the storm.  How do you experience God’s calm and peace in the midst of the storms that appear in your daily life?
28 Even as a prisoner, Paul continues to proclaim the good news about Jesus, teach and share compassion.  How might we incorporate our faith into whatever situations arise in our lives?



Supporting Material


E-News/Bulletin/Social Media Announcement for the Lenten series

Next Wednesday, we will begin our Lenten series, Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World. You can join the series (include details for in-person and online participation).


Reading Acts Together Announcement E-News/Bulletin/Social Media

Beginning on March 2 and throughout the season of Lent, you are invited to join in reading the Book of Acts. Links will be posted to the day’s reading on social media from Monday to Friday or you can download or pick up a reading guide to help you discover the book of Acts during the season of Lent.

Sample Newsletter/E-News article

Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World

Jesus ascending into heaven.  The Holy Spirit blowing in like a roaring wind.  An explosion of growth in the early church creating joys and problems.  Raising up new leaders and investing time in teaching and in prayer.  An arch enemy becomes a champion of the cause.  Some people are killed.  Some people are healed and others are raised from the dead.  Political intrigue, conflict, crowds angrily chasing God’s messenger out of the city and dangerous sea voyages.  It all sounds a little like a pitch for a summer movie, but it is actually a quick description of the book of Acts and the unexpected story of the birth of the Christian movement following Jesus’ death and resurrection.

During Lent, I hope you will join me in reading the Acts of the Apostles as we seek to engage God’s Word.  The plan is to read the entire Book of Acts during the season of Lent.  Acts has 28 chapters, so if you miss a day, don’t worry – you don’t need to read a book a day to finish by the end of Lent.  Watch for links to the readings and discussion questions online or download the reader’s guide.   

To build on our reading of Acts, our Lenten series, “Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World,” will focus on a series of readings from Acts. As we hear the stories of these early Christians and their efforts to live their faith and share God’s story, I hope we can listen for ways that God’s Word is speaking to us today and see opportunities for how we can proclaim God kingdom in our context.








Being a 1st Century Church in the 21st Century: Lessons from Acts for Today’s World
Reading and Discussion Guide

March 2 - Chapter 1:	Jesus calls us to be witnesses to the ends of the earth.  What is one obstacle that you face in daily life to being a witness to God’s love in Jesus?  What resources do you need to overcome that obstacle?

March 3 - Chapter 2:	On the Day of Pentecost, Peter addresses the crowd to tell them about Jesus.  When you talk about Jesus, what are three key points you try and share?

March 4 - Chapter 3:  	Peter and John have no silver or gold, but they give the beggar at the Beautiful Gate the gift of healing and hope in Jesus’ name.  Share one time that God’s love has helped you experience healing and hope.

March 7 - Chapter 4:      The early Christians prayed for boldness, shared their gifts freely and cared for those in need.  How might the daily life of the early Christian movement influence our lives of faith today?

March 8 - Chapter 5:      Being a follower of Jesus can sometimes mean we face difficult decisions and can bring us into conflict with others.  Share one situation you have faced where following Jesus’ teaching was especially difficult to follow in today’s world.

March 9 - Chapter 6:       As the ministry of the early Christian movement grows, so do the needs of the community.  How can the church do a better job of following the example in Acts 6:3 and encouraging the community to lift up gifted people and bless them for the ministry they are called to do?
 
March 10 - Chapter 7	Stephen recounts the history of God’s saving acts and presence with God’s people in an attempt to help his neighbors understand who Jesus was and what Jesus meant.  The people were nevertheless enraged and stoned Stephen to death.  As he was dying, Stephen said “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”  Why do you think Stephen was willing to offer forgiveness to those who attacked him?
 
March 11 - Chapter 8	Philip goes outside of Jerusalem to preach and teach about Jesus.  What would inspire you to share the story of Jesus with someone you don’t already know?
 
March 14 - Chapter 9     What details of Paul’s conversion story jumped out to you as your read the story?
 
March 15 - Chapter 10	Peter says in verse 28 “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.”  What might Peter’s insight from God mean for us in the world today?
 
March 16 - Chapter 11	Peter gets pushback from the existing Christians for welcoming outsiders and folks who are different into the family.  What can we learn from Peter’s response that might be helpful in our world today?
 
March 17 - Chapter 12	King Herod (not the same Herod who was king when Jesus was born) has Peter arrested and kills James, the brother of John.  Why do you think that across the centuries there has often been conflict between the church’s mission and the government’s goals?
 
March 18 - Chapter 13	Paul and Barnabas move around the region sharing the story of Jesus.  How can we be missionaries like Paul and Barnabas without ever leaving our community?  

March 21 - Chapter 14	Not everyone who hears Paul and Barnabas tell the story of Jesus is convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, but those who are convinced form a community of believers in each place.  Why do you think Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for each church?  How might the elders help the church even in Paul and Barnabas’ absence?
 
March 22 - Chapter 15	Paul and Barnabas debate the necessity of circumcision with other faithful believers. What can we learn from their approach to solving this debate that might help us as we seek to be faithful in today’s conflicted world?
 
March 23 - Chapter 16	Paul and Silas share the story of Jesus with Lydia and she and her household are baptized.  What might this interaction teach us about the place of women in the early church?
 
March 24 - Chapter 17	When Paul speaks to the Athenians, he intentionally makes a connection to an existing part of their culture to help them see a connection to Jesus.  Where might we see God present in our world today in an unexpected place?
 
March 25 - Chapter 18	Paul invests time in telling the story of Jesus, both discussing who Jesus is and why he matters for the world.  What is the most helpful idea about Jesus someone has shared with you? 

March 28 - Chapter 19	A riot breaks out in Ephesus because Paul’s preaching and teaching about Jesus is threatening the business interests of the artisans who make statues of Artemis.  How do you balance the demands of your job with the teachings of Jesus?
 
March 29 - Chapter 20	Paul says goodbye to the Ephesians and encourages them to continue in faithfulness.  What words, activities or people encourage you in your faithfulness?

March 30 - Chapter 21	Paul knows that he will be arrested in Jerusalem and yet he goes to Jerusalem anyway to continue his ministry.  Once he is in Jerusalem, his enemies stir up the crowd and have him arrested.  What can we learn from Paul about the way he responds to those who stand against him?
 
March 31 - Chapter 22	Paul is once again arrested because of his beliefs, but instead of discouraging him, each arrest seems to embolden Paul to continue to speak.  What emboldens or encourages you to speak about your faith to another person or group?
 
April 1 - Chapter 23        Sadly, the dispute between Paul and those who think his teaching is blasphemous escalates to the point where Paul’s enemies plot to kill him.  How do we respond to those who think violence is an appropriate response to disagreements about faith?
 
April 4 - Chapter 24	Those who follow Jesus are described by Paul and his enemies as being a part of The Way.  How would you describe The Way we follow Jesus today?
 
April 5 - Chapter 25	Faith and politics seem to be a constant theme in the world today, but we may not realize that faith and politics were an issue in Acts as well.  What does Paul and his ministry gain by the way he defends himself and by his appeal to the emperor

April 6 - Chapter 26	Paul has been under arrest and his case has been on-going for at least two years before he speaks to King Agrippa.  When given the chance to speak, Paul doesn’t offer a new defense, but instead tells the story of Jesus and his conversion yet again.  What can we learn from Paul about how we can share Jesus’ story with others?

April 7 - Chapter 27	Paul draws on God’s presence to provide a voice of calm and peace in the midst of the storm.  How do you experience God’s calm and peace in the midst of the storms that appear in your daily life?

April 9 - Chapter 28	Even as a prisoner, Paul continues to proclaim the good news about Jesus, teach and share compassion.  How might we incorporate our faith into whatever situations arise in our lives?
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