
Nurturing Faith…  
Every Day in Every Way  

 

November 2, 2014   
 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost   
 

Micah 3:5-12 

Psalm 43 (3)   

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Practice what you Preach.  Object: have one of the children dress up like an 

adult. 
Have you ever played "Dress Up" or "Let's Pretend?" You know, that is when you dress 

up like your mom and dad and pretend to be a grown-up.  We did that when I was a little boy, 
and when we did, one of my favorite things was when we "played church."  One of the 
children would be the preacher, another would be the song leader, and the others would 
pretended to play the piano and collect the offering.  It was great fun. 
   I especially liked playing church when it was my turn to be the preacher.  Everyone wanted 
to be the preacher because we thought he was more important than anyone else.  When you 
were the preacher, you could tell everyone else what to do and walk around looking very 
important. 
    In our Bible lesson today, Jesus had something to say about "playing church." Oh, he 
wasn't talking about little children dressing up in their parent's clothes and playing "let's 
pretend."  He was talking about the teachers of the law and the pharisees in the synagogue 
where people went to worship.  Jesus said that everything that they did was done so that 
others would see them and think how great they were.  They loved to have a special seat of 
honor in the synagogue and they especially liked it when people called them 'Rabbi.'  That 
means 'Master' or 'teacher.' 
   What did Jesus tell us to do about teachers like these?  You might think he would say, 
"Don't listen to them!  You don't have to do what they say!"  But he didn't.  He said, "Obey 
them and do everything they say. But do not do what they do, because they do not practice 
what they preach." 
   "Practice what you preach!" Has anyone ever said that to you?  Well, I must admit I have 
heard it a few times, and even though it hurts when someone says it to you, it is good 
advice.  When it comes to living the Christian life, we need to make sure that we mean what 
we say and that we aren't just "playing church." 
   Here is a little poem that it would be good to remember. 
    You can know a lot of Scripture 
    And have the gift to teach, 
    But what is more important -- 
    Is to practice what you preach! 
    

Dear Father, it is important for us to tell others about Jesus and his love for them, 
but help us to remember that it is even more important for others to see the love 
of Jesus in us.  In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.       -Used by permission, Sermons4kids 

 

 
"SEE" JESUS ART: Give children paper, scissors, felt pieces for eye brows and eye 
pupils, etc, to make large EYES and cut out and glue onto a piece of construction 
paper. Add felt pieces and use markers to make BIG EYES. Use various colored 
markers to write each word in a different color and write LET OTHERS SEE JESUS 
IN ME. 
FALL LEAF HEARTS: Give children some cut out leaves to place in the shape of a 
heart on a large piece of paper (or altogether for a class project for a bigger heart). 
Inside the heart shaped by leaves, children can write TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS' 
LOVE FOR THEM! Cut around the outside of the leaf shaped heart and hang by a 
piece of yarn! 
POEM CARD: Give children a small card to fold and stand up in front of their seating 
area. They can color the card and tape a typed copy of today's poem on the card as a 
reminder of today's lesson! 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. You have one instructor, the Messiah; the 
greatest among you will be your servant.  Alleluia (Matt. 23:10, 11) 
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