Nurturing Faith...
Every Day in Every Way

December 20, 2015
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

Mary’s Song

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent, the last Sunday before we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ. Hasn't it been a wonderful time of celebration? We have had parties,
parades, exchanged Christmas cards, decorated our homes, and bought gifts to exchange
with friends and family. Do you know what | like most about this season? The music! What
is your favorite Christmas song? Is it "Joy to the World?" "Silent Night?" "Away in a
Manger?" Or perhaps it is one of the many other songs we sing to express our love for the
Saviour and the joy he brings. Whatever your favorite Christmas song may be, | don't think
there is any better way to express the love and joy we feel during this season than through
music.

The Bible tells us that after the angel appeared to Mary telling her that she was to be
the mother of the Savior of the world, she hurried to the home of her cousin Elizabeth. She
just couldn't wait to tell someone. When Elizabeth heard the news, she exclaimed:
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!"

Mary was so happy that she broke into joyful praise to God and, even though she
probably didn't actually sing, her words have come to be known as "Mary's Song" and have
been set to music by many composers. This is what Mary said:

"My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been

mindful of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great
things for me—holy is his name."

On this, the fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of love. Let us join Mary in
praise to God for he has done great things for us. He has sent us the gift of love, his only
begotten Son, that we might have eternal life.

Father, we are thankful for your gift of love. We rejoice with Mary for the great things

you have done for us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
- Used by permission, sermons4kids

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Here | am, the servant of the Lord; let | be

with me according to your word. Alleluia (Luke 1:38)
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ACROSS DOWN
3. The spiritual part of humans 1. To give honor, praise, and
which lives forever adoration to
4. To be filled excessive self- 2. To show mercy or compassion
esteem to another
6. To feel the need or desire for 3. One who yields or surrenders to
food the will or authority of another
7. Having great wealth 5. To express great joy or
8. Having good things given to happiness
you, especially from God 6. Not proud or boastful
soul rejoice blessed hungry servant
glorify hurnble proud rich merciful

ANGEL BIBLE VERSE: Trace and cut out angels then color and decorate them. You could
hang the angels on your Christmas tree.

MARY'S SONG BELL: Provide children with construction paper and a tracing of a large bell.
Children can write "Mary's Song" or type out the words on a slip of paper that the children
can glue onto the bell. Provide glitter and markers for decorating the bell.
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