Nurturing Faith...
Every Day in Every Way

May 29, 2016

Second Sunday after Pentecost ;\’ e,
I Kings 8:22-23, 41-43 /l\\‘
Psalm 96:1-9 \}/
Galatians 1:1-12

Luke 7:1-10 ’

Amazing Faith. Object: None needed.

Many times | have seen something and said, "That's amazing!" In fact, hardly a day
goes by that | don't see something that amazes me. For example, | am amazed that an
airplane filled with 400 people can actually fly!; | am amazed that | can ask my smartphone
a question and actually get an answer!; | am amazed that | can flip a switch on the wall and
light up a room!; | am amazed that some people actually eat bugs!

Most of us are pretty easily amazed. Do you think that Jesus was ever amazed?
After all, Jesus came to earth as the Son of God. | wouldn't think he would have been
amazed at anything! Today's Bible reading tells the story of a man who actually did amaze
Jesus. Here is something amazing about the story-the Bible doesn't even tell us his name!
It only tells us that he was an officer in the Roman army. Let's take a look at this amazing
story!

One day, as Jesus entered the town of Capernaum, he was met by a small group of
Jewish leaders who had a request. There was this Roman centurion in Capernaum who had
a servant who was so sick that he was expected to die. The centurion had heard of Jesus
and had asked these elders to go to Jesus on his behalf to see if Jesus might be willing to
heal his servant. The men came to Jesus and pleaded with him to heal the centurion's
servant. "This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our people. He even
built our meeting place” So Jesus went with them.

Before Jesus even arrived at the centurion's house, the officer sent friends to tell him,
"Master, don't even go to the trouble to come to my house, because | am not worthy of such
an honor. Just say the word and my servant will be healed."

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. He turned to the crowd of people that was
following him and said, "l haven't seen faith like this in all of Israel!" The officer's friends
turned and went back to the centurion's house. When they arrived, they found the servant
completely healed.

"l tell you, | haven't seen faith like this in all Israel!" (Luke 7:9 NLT). Yes, | think Jesus
was amazed at the Roman officer's faith. Wouldn't it be wonderful if you and | had faith that
would amaze Jesus?

Heavenly Father, give us faith that is as strong as that of the Roman centurion. Give us
an amazing faith. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. - Used by permission, sermons4kids

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. God so loved the world that he gave his

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish,
but have eternal life. Alleluia (John 3:16)
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1. People that you know well and regard with 1. A strong belief in the power of God

affection
3. To be physically ill
6. To deserve something
7. To be overwhelmed, surprised, or shocked

2. A person working in the service of another
4. To cure or make healthy again
5. The Son of God
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KEY OF FAITH: Make a tracing of a key with the word FAITH on it. Let the child write words
that they have learned from today’s lesson about FAITH; words such as mighty, power,
amazing power, healed, God is amazing, efc.

MIGHTY POWER: Provide construction paper and markers for the child to draw a MUSCLE
ARM (an arm with a big bulge on the upper arm). Encourage the child to write MIGHTY
POWER on the arm and then tape the letters F-A-I-T-H to the muscle using sticky alphabet
letters from a scrapbooking store.
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“And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto him,
was sick, and ready to die. And when he heard of Jesus,
he sent unto him the elder of the Jews, beseeching him
that he would come and heal his servant.”.
Luke 7:2-3
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