Litany for Foot Washing
Portions taken from the Deaconess Litany, Lutheran Deaconess Association, Valparaiso, IN

You might use this litany as part of a worship service, before the washing.  Take a look at our resources to consider ways to help people understand how to proceed.  Where will the water be?  When do I go for the washing?  How does this work?  The parts are for a Reader, a Leader (L), and Congregation (C). 
Reader:  From John, chapter 13.  On the night before Passover, Jesus rose from the Supper, laid 

aside his garments, took a towel and poured water, and washed his disciples’ feet, saying to them: “If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  Lord, teach us to wash feet for the world you so much love.

L:
Christ Jesus, our redeemer and friend, who for joy became our servant:
C:
Lead us to joyful service of the needy.  
L:
Jesus, suffering savior and praying priest:

C:
Empower us by patient bearing of injuries to spread the peace of your cross;

L:
By steadfast endurance, without envy or resentment, to demonstrate your victory;

C:
By steady and faithful prayer to carry our neighbor into your gracious presence.

Reader:  From John chapter 13.  Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  Lord, teach us to wash feet for the world you so much love.

L:
Teach me, O my maker, to look upon my person and my abilities as your gifts, so that I may trust your care for me, 
C:
So that I may be delivered from jealousy and envy, 
L:
So that I may see you hidden in my neighbor, 
C:
And there serve you with gladness.

L:
Son of Righteousness, 
C:
Take the side of the oppressed; 
L:
Protect those who are vulnerable, especially the young; 
C:
Curb sinners in their way, and restore the fallen.

L:
Jesus friend of sinners, companion of the outcast, advocate for the needy:

C:
Enlighten our eyes to see you in our needy neighbor.  
Reader;  From John chapter 12.  While Jesus was at Bethany, they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table.  Mary took a pound of very costly ointment, and poured it on Jesus feet, and wiped them with her hair.

L:
Merciful Father, compassionate Son, consoling Spirit: 
C:
Remember in mercy the sick and dying, the suffering and persecuted, the fearful and distraught, the bored and despairing.  
L:
By your goodness grant relief to all in need 
C:
And strengthen them to trust in you.

L:
God of grace, who joined us to the death and resurrection of your son in our baptism: 
C:
Make our whole lives a living from and returning to that holy font.

L:
God of grace, you create us into a new community: 
C:
Make us to be indeed the body of Christ and a vehicle of love and joy in this world, until we offer the full and perfect praise forever.  Amen.
