Nurturing Faith...
Every Day in Every Way

October 25, 2020

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46

Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36

~ Reformation Sunday

Ifyouwere onabig shipinthe middle ofthe ocean, andyoufell overboard, what
do you think the captain of the ship would do? Would she tell you to start swimming and
pointin the direction of land? Do you think the captain, seeing that you were drowning
inthe ocean, mightsay somethingtoyoulike: “I'lithrowyoutheliferingbutonlyifyou
canprove to methatyou’re reallyworth saving? Or “Ifyou can climb halfway up the
side ofthe ship, then I'll pull you the rest of the way up.” Do you think captain would
make youtrytowork yourway up the side ofthe shipwhen she can see thatyou're
almostdrowning? Of course not! Shewouldrescueyou, right? The captain, orone of
the crew, would probably throw you a life preserver or something that you could hang
ontotokeepyouafloat. Once youhadagood holdonthatflotation device, theywould
pullyoubackontotheshipandsaveyoufromdrowning.Letmereadyouaversefrom
the Bible thatis foundin the book of Ephesians: “For by grace you have beensaved
through faith; and thisis notyourowndoing, itisthe gift of God—notbecause ofworks,
lestanyone should boast.” Like that person drowning in the ocean, God rescues us, not
because of anything that we do, but simply because God loves us.

Today is Reformation Sunday. On this day, we remember how Martin Luther and
other Christians of his time, wanted to change the way the church taught people about
God’slove. Atthattime, the churchwastellingpeople thatthey had towork theirway
into heaven. Some people even thought they could pay their way into heaven! Luther
knewthatthiswas notwhatthe Bible said. He knew thatall of us are sinnersandwe
need to be saved by Jesus. So, Luther reformed, or changed the church for the better,
by telling people what the Bible said. The printing press was invented around the same
time, so lots of Bibles could be printed and people could read the Bible for themselves.
We are saved by grace, just because God loves us. It's nothing that we can brag about.
Itis simply awonderful gift. Let's bow our heads and thank God for this gift.

Thank you God, for sending Jesus to be our life preserver and for your gift of
amazing grace. Amen.

*adaptedfrom RuthGilmore

Celemning Aectivigy

Luther Rose

e Theblack cross reminds us we are saved from sin because Jesus died on
the cross.

e Thered heart reminds us we live because Jesus shed his blood for us, our
faith in him has savedus.

e Thewhiterose reminds us that our faith gives us joy, comfort, and peace,
white is to remind us this is peace like the angels enjoy.

e Theblue background reminds us of the sky and the hope that we will one
day meet Jesus inheaven.

e Thegoldcircleis precious, itreminds us of heaven’s endless joy. Acircle
is an endless shape.

Family Table Prayer for October:

October brings hoodies, pumpkins, and spooky fun.

God, we are thankful for all that you have done.

With each happy thought we are reminded of the glory

of our days and how you are with us in so many ways. Amen.

October Memory Verse: Psalm 19:1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the sky
proclaims God's handiwork.



