
Site of the first Jamestown church



The church at Jamestownτsite of four churches at Jamestown 
starting in 1617.  The current church is the Jamestown Memorial 

Church, erected in 1907.





bƻǘ ά/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΣέ 
ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ άtƻǇƛǎƘ 
ǊŜŎǳǎŀƴǘǎέ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
hold office in the 
colony of Virginia.

This anti-Catholic 
sentiment will last 
quite a long time
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pose , to be

a
ll

aff idavits otherwise taken than is herein directed ,

shall b
e , to a
ll

intents and purposes , null and void .

XXX . That if any person whatsoever shall b
e sum

Witnesses re
-

m oned a
s

a w itness , and upon bis o
r

her appearance infusing to d
e

.

t he general court , o
r

before the persons appointed to

com m it ted . take affidavits , a
s

aforesaid , shall refuse to give evi
dence upon oath , when thereto lawfully required ; then
such person s

o refusing , shall im m ediately thereupon

b
e

com mit ted to t he com m on goal , there to rem ain
without bail o

r m ainprise , unt il he o
r

she shall b
e wil

Jing to give evidence , upon oath , in such m anner a
s

t he

law now doth , o
r

a
t any t ime hereafter shall direct .

XXXI . Provided always , That the people com m on

Affirm at ion o
f ly called Quakers , shall have th
e

sam e liberty o
f

giv
Quakers a

l . ing their evidence , b
y

way o
f

solem n affirm at ion and
lowed .

declarat ion , a
s

is prescribed b
y

one act o
f parliam ent ,

Sept im o f Octavo Gulielm i Tert ii Regis , int ituled , An

act that the solem n affirm at ion and declarat ion o
f

the
people called Quakers

,

shall b
e accepted instead o
f

a
n

oath , in the usual form ; which said act o
f parliam ent ,

for s
o

m uch thereof a
s

relates to such affirm at ion and

declarat ion , and for the t im e o
f

it
s

cont inuance in force ,

and not otherwise , shall b
e , to a
ll

intents and purposes ,

Popish recu- in full force within this dom inion . That popish recu

sants , negroes , sants convict , negroes , m ulat toes and Indian servants ,

Indians , inca and others , not being christ ians , shall b
e

deem ed and

witnesses . taken to b
e persons incapable in law , to b
e

witnesses in

any cases whatsoever .

That if any person shall b
e

sum m oned to at tend a
t

Penalty o
n

the general court a
s

a witness , and shall fail to at tend ,

witnesses fa
il

. according to t he sum m ons , fo
r

every such failure , h
e

ing to at tend .

o
r

she who shall b
e guilt y thereof , shall forfeit and pay

to the party agrieved , one thousand pounds o
f

good to

bacco : to b
e

recovered , with costs , by act ion o
f

debt ,

in any court o
f

record within this dom inion .

Proviso . XXXII . Provided always , That if a
t

the t im e such
person s

o sum moned ought to have appeared to have
given evidence , sufficient cause b

e

shewn o
f

h is o
r

her
incapacity to at tend , then n

o

forfeiture o
r penalty shall

b
e

incurred b
y

such failure ; but if sufficient cause b
e

not shewn a
t

t he next succeeding court after such fai
lure , t hen , upon the m ot ion o

f

the party agrieved , it

shall b
e

lawful for the said court to grant judgm ent for
the forfeiture afore -m ent ioned , against the person o

r



The law 
essentially 

allows for only 
infant baptism

Those who 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜ 
their infant 

children will be 
fined severely
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thereof ; and the other m oiety to him or them that shaft

sue or prosecute for the sam e , in any court of record

within this colony : To be recovered , with costs , by

act ion of debt , bill , plaint , or inform at ion , wherein no

essoin , protect ion , or wager of law , shall be allowed .

II
I

. And b
e it further enacted , That the several col

Com m issions lectors , o
r

off icers , appointed to collect and receive the

o
n collect ing . said dut ies , customs , and im posts , shall , from t im e to

t im e , b
e

accountable and pay the sam e to t he governors

o
f

the said college o
f

William and Mary , o
r

such other
person o

r persons a
s

shall b
e b
y

t hem lawfully deputed :

And that for the receiving and paying thereof , t re said

collector o
r

collectors shall b
e allowed six per cent .

Repealing IV . And b
e it further enacted , That all and every

clause . other act and acts , and every clause and art icle there

o
f , heretofore m ade , for so m uch thereof a
s

relates to

any m at ter o
r thing whatsoever , within the purview o
f

this act , is , and are hereby repealed , and m ade void , to

a
ll

intents and purposes , a
s if the sam e had never been

m ade .

CHAP . XXX .

A
n

act for the effectual suppression o
f

vice , and

rest raint and punishm ent o
f

blasphemous ,
wicked , and dissolute persons .

Atheism , de- I. BE it enacted , b
y

the Governor , Council , and Bur
ism , and in gesses , o

f

t h is present General Assem bly , and it is here

fidelity ,how b
y

enacted , b
y

th
e

authorit y o
f

th
e

sam e , That if anypunishable .

person o
r

persons , brought u
p

in the christ ian reli
gion , shall , b

y writ ing , print ing , teaching , o
r

advised
speaking , deny the being o

f
a God , o

r

the Holy Trinity ,

o
r

shall assert o
r

m aintain there are m ore Gods than

one , o
r

shall deny the christ ian religion to b
e

t rue , o
r

the holy scriptures o
f

the old and new testam ent to b
e

o
f

divine authority , and b
e

thereof lawfully convicted ,

upon indictm ent o
r

inform at ion , in t he general court

o
f

this her m ajesty's colony and dom inion ; such per

1st offence . son o
r persons , for the first offence , shall b
e adjudged

uncapable , o
r

d isabled in law , to a
ll

intents and purpos

e
s

whatsoever , to hold and enjoy any office o
r em ploi

m ent , ecclesiast ical , civ il , o
r m ilitary , o
r any part in
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them , or any profit or advantage to them appertaining ,
or any of them : And if any person or persons , so con

victed , as aforesaid , shall , at any t im e of his or their

convict ion , enjoy or possess any office , place or em ploi

m ent , such office , place or em ploim ent , shall be void ,

and is hereby declared void : And if such person or
persons shall be a second t im e lawfully convicted , as 2nd offence .

aforesaid , of a
ll

o
r any o
f

the crim es aforesaid , that

then h
e , she , o
r they , shall from thenceforth b
e disa

bled to sue , prosecute , plead , o
r

use , any act ion o
r in

form at ion , in any court o
f

law o
r equity , o
r

to b
e guar

dian to any child , o
r

to b
e

executor o
r

adm inist rator o
f

any person , o
r capable o
f any deed o
f g ift o
r legacy , o
r

to bear any office , civil o
r m ilitary , for ever , within

this her m ajesty's colony and dom inion ; and shall also

suffer , from the t im e o
f

such convict ion , three years

im prisonm ent , without bail o
r m ainprise .

II . Provided always , and b
e it enacted , b
y

th
e

authori

ty aforesaid , and it is hereby enacted , That n
o person Lim itat ion .

shall b
e prosecuted , b
y

virtue o
f

t his act , for any word
spoken , unless inform at ion , upon oath , b

e given in , o
f

the words , before one o
r

more just ice o
r just ices o
f

the
peace , within one m onth after such words spoken , and

the prosecut ion o
f

such offence b
e

within twelve m onths
after such inform at ion .

III . Provided also , and b
e it enacted , b
y

t he authority

aforesaid , and it is hereby enacted , That if any person Recantat ion ,

o
r persons convicted the first t im e , o
f

a
ll

, o
r

any o
f

t he
aforesaid crim es , in m anner aforesaid , shall , within the

space o
f

six m onths after his , her , o
r

t heir convict ion ,

m ake his , her , o
r

their public acknowledgem ent and
renunciat ion o

f

such offence , o
r

erroneous opinions , in

the sam e court where such person o
r persons was o
r

were convicted , that then , h
e , she , o
r they , shall b
e

thence freed and discharged from a
ll penalt ies and dis

abilit ies incurred b
y

such convict ion ; any thing in t his

act to the contrary , in any -wise , notwithstanding .

IV . And b
e it further enacted , b
y

the anthority afore
said , and it is hereby enacted , That if any person o

r per- Swearing ,

sons shall profanely swear o
r

curse , o
r

shall b
e

drunk , cursing , o
r

drunkenness ,

h
e , she , o
r

they s
o offending , for every such offence ,

how punist i
being thereof convicted , b

y

t he oath o
f

one o
r

m ore able .

w itnesses , which oath , any just ice o
f

the peace is bere

b
y

im powered and required to adm inister , ( o
r b
y

con





Governor William Berkeley on the clergy 
in Virginia ca. 1670-1671



College of William and Mary, established 1693



1618 Communion 
Service Set given to the 

Parish of St. Mary at 
{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

8 miles northwest of 
Jamestown.  After 1622, 
the Communion Set was 
given to what is now St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 

Hampton (when it was 
Elizabeth City County).

According to the church 
website, the set is used 

for communion in 
special services.



Bruton Church, Williamsburg, 
built in 1715, on a fine 

December day.



Christ Church in 
Lancaster County

Built (in terms of 
funding and supplied 

labor) by Robert 
έYƛƴƎέ /ŀǊǘŜǊ ƛƴ мторΣ 

Christ Church is 
arguably the most 

architecturally 
significant of the 18th 
century churches in 

Virginia



Christ Church, Lancaster County Aquia Church, Stafford County



Henrico Parish Vestry Book, 1730-1785
Land processioning to determine how much each land 

owner owed in tithes to support the church



Hebron Lutheran Church, 
in Madison County

Built in 1740, the oldest Lutheran 
church in the United States in 

continuous use.



George 
Whitefieldτalong 
with John Wesley, 

one of the 
foremost

evangelists of the 
Great Awakening

Coming to the 
colonies from 
England, he 

preached up and 
down the 13 

colonies.


