
Site of the first Jamestown church



The church at Jamestown—site of four churches at Jamestown 
starting in 1617.  The current church is the Jamestown Memorial 

Church, erected in 1907.





Not “Catholics,” 
but rather “Popish 
recusants” cannot 
hold office in the 
colony of Virginia.

This anti-Catholic 
sentiment will last 
quite a long time
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p ose , to be

a
ll

a ffid a v its otherw ise ta ken tha n is h e re in d irected ,

sha ll b
e , to a
ll

in ten ts and pu rposes , nu ll a n d vo id .

XXX . Tha t if any person w ha tsoever sh a ll b
e sum

W itnesses re
-

m oned a
s
a w itness , and upon b is o
r

her ap pea ra nce infu sin g to d
e
.

th e g enera l cou rt , o
r

b e fore the persons appo in ted to

com m itted . ta ke a ffid av its , a
s

a foresa id , sha ll re fuse to g ive ev i
dence upon oa th , when thereto law fu lly requ ired ; then
such person s

o re fusin g , sha ll im m ed ia te ly th ereupon

b
e

com m itted to th e com m on g oa l , th ere to rem a in
w ith ou t b a il o

r m a in p rise , un til he o
r

she sha ll b
e w il

Jing to g ive ev id ence , u p on oa th , in su ch m anner a
s

th e

law now d oth , o
r

a
t any tim e herea fte r sh a ll d irect .

XXXI . Prov id ed a lw ays , Th a t the peop le com m on
Affirm a tion o

f ly ca lled Quakers , sha ll have th
e

sam e l ib erty o
f

g iv
Quakers a

l . in g the ir ev idence , b
y

w a y o
f

solem n a ffirm a tion and
low ed .

decla ra tion , a
s

is p rescrib ed b
y

one act o
f p a rliam en t ,

Sep tim o f Octavo Gu lie lm i Tertii Reg is , in titu led , An
act tha t the solem n a ffirm a tion and decla ra tion o

f

the
p eop le ca lled Quakers

,

sha ll b
e accep ted in stead o
f

a
n

oa th , in the usua l form ; w h ich sa id act o
f p a rliam en t ,

for s
o

m uch the reof a
s

re la tes to such a ffirm a tion and

decla ra tion , a n d for th e tim e o
f

it
s

con tin ua nce in force ,

a n d not otherw ise , sha ll b
e , to a
ll

in ten ts and pu rposes ,

Pop ish recu- in fu ll force w ith in th is dom in ion . Tha t pop ish recu

san ts , neg roes , sa n ts conv ict , neg roes , m u la ttoes and In d ia n servan ts ,

Ind ians , in ca and others , not be in g ch ristia ns , sh a ll b
e

d eem ed and

w itnesses . ta ken to b
e persons incap ab le in law , to b
e

w itnesses in

a n y cases wha tsoever .

Tha t if any person sha ll b
e

sum m oned to a ttend a
t

Pena lty o
n

the g enera l cou rt a
s
a w itness , a n d sha ll fa il to a ttend ,

w itnesses fa
il
. accord in g to th e sum m ons , fo
r

every such fa ilu re , h
e

in g to a ttend .

o
r

she who sha ll b
e g u ilty thereof , sha ll forfe it and pay

to the p a rty ag rieved , on e th ousand pound s o
f

g ood to

b acco : to b
e

recovered , w ith costs , b y action o
f

deb t ,

in any cou rt o
f

record w ith in th is dom in ion .

Prov iso . XXXII . Prov id ed a lw ays , Tha t if a
t

the tim e such
person s

o sum m oned oug h t to h a ve a ppea red to h a ve
g iven ev idence , su fficien t cause b

e

shew n o
f

h is o
r

h er
incap acity to a ttend , then n

o

forfe itu re o
r p en a lty sh a ll

b
e

in cu rred b
y

such fa ilu re ; bu t if su fficien t cause b
e

n ot shew n a
t

th e nex t succeed ing cou rt a fter such fa i
lu re , th en , upon the m otion o

f

th e pa rty ag rieved , it

sha ll b
e

law fu l for th e sa id cou rt to g ra n t ju d gm en t for
the forfe itu re a fore -m entioned , a g a in st the person o

r



The law 
essentially 

allows for only 
infant baptism

Those who 
don’t baptize 
their infant 

children will be 
fined severely
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the reof ; a nd the other m oie ty to h im or them th a t sh a ft

sue or p rosecu te for the sam e , in an y cou rt of record

w ith in th is co lon y : To be recovered , w ith costs , by
action of deb t , b ill , p la in t , or in form a tion , where in no

essoin , p rotection , or w ag er of law , sha ll be a llow ed .

II
I

. And b
e it fu rther enacted , Tha t the severa l co l

Com m issions lectors , o
r

o fficers , a p po in ted to co llect and rece ive the

o
n co llectin g . sa id du ties , custom s , a nd im posts , sha ll , from tim e to

tim e , b
e

a ccoun tab le and pay the sam e to th e g overnors

o
f

the sa id co lleg e o
f

W illiam and Mary , o
r

such other
person o

r p e rsons a
s

sha ll b
e b
y

th em law fu lly depu ted :

And tha t for the rece iv ing and pay ing th ereof , tè re sa id
co llector o

r

co llectors sha ll b
e a llow ed six p er cen t .

Repea lin g IV . And b
e it fu rther enacted , Th a t a ll and every

clause . other act a nd acts , a nd every cla use and a rticle there

o
f , here tofore m ade , for so m uch thereof a
s

re la tes to

any m atter o
r th in g w ha tsoever , w ith in the pu rv iew o
f

th is act , is , and a re hereby repea led , and m ade vo id , to

a
ll

in ten ts a nd pu rp oses , a
s if the sam e had never been

m ade .

CHAP . XXX .

A
n

act for the effectua l supp ression o
f

v ice , a n d

restra in t and pun ishm en t o
f

b la sphem ous ,
w icked , and d issolu te persons .

Athe ism , de- I. BE it enacted , b
y

the Governor , Council , a n d Bur
ism , a n d in g esses , o

f

th is p resen t Genera l Assem b ly , and it is h e re
fid e lity , how b

y

en acted , b
y

th
e

a u thority o
f

th
e

sam e , Tha t if anypun ish ab le .

person o
r

persons , b roug h t u
p

in the ch ristia n re li
g ion , sha ll , b

y w ritin g , p rin tin g , tea ch in g , o
r

a d v ised
spea k in g , deny the be in g o

f
a God , o
r

the Holy Trin ity ,

o
r

sha ll assert o
r

m a in ta in there a re m ore Gods than

one , o
r

sh a ll d eny the ch ristia n re lig ion to b
e

tru e , o
r

the holy scrip tu res o
f

th e old and new testam en t to b
e

o
f

d iv in e au thority , and b
e

the reof law fu lly conv icted ,

u p on in d ictm en t o
r

in fo rm a tion , in th e g enera l cou rt

o
f

th is h er m a jesty 's co lony and dom in ion ; su ch per

1st offence . son o
r person s , for the first offence , sha ll b
e ad ju dg ed
uncapa b le , o

r

d isa b led in law , to a
ll

in ten ts and pu rpos

e
s

wha tsoever , to hold and en joy a ny office o
r em p lo i

m en t , e cclesia stica l , civ il , o
r m ilita ry , o
r a n y p a rt in
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them , or any p rofit or a dvan ta g e to th em a pperta in in g ,
o r any of th em : And if any person or p ersons , so con
v icted , as a foresa id , sha ll , a t any tim e of h is or the ir
conv iction , en joy or possess any office , p lace or em p lo i

m en t , such office , p lace or em p lo im en t , sha ll be void ,
a nd is hereby decla red vo id : And if such person or
p ersons sha ll be a second tim e law fu lly conv icted , as 2nd offence .
a foresa id , of a

ll

o
r a n y o
f

the crim es a foresa id , tha t
then h

e , she , o
r they , sha ll from thenceforth b
e d isa

b led to sue , p rosecu te , p lead , o
r

use , any action o
r in

form a tion , in a n y cou rt o
f

law o
r eq u ity , o
r

to b
e g ua r

d ian to any ch ild , o
r

to b
e

execu tor o
r

a dm in istra tor o
f

any person , o
r ca p ab le o
f a n y deed o
f g ift o
r leg acy , o
r

to bea r any office , civ il o
r m ilita ry , for ever , w ith in

th is her m a jesty 's co lon y and dom in ion ; a nd sha ll a lso

su ffe r , from the tim e o
f

such conv iction , th ree yea rs

im p risonm en t , w ithou t b a il o
r m a inp rise .

II . Prov ided a lw a ys , and b
e it enacted , b
y

th
e

au thori

ty a foresa id , and it is hereby enacted , Tha t n
o p e rson Lim ita tion .

sha ll b
e p rosecu ted , b
y

v irtu e o
f

th is act , for any w ord
spoken , un less in form a tion , up on oa th , b

e g iven in , o
f

the w ords , b efore one o
r

m ore ju stice o
r ju stices o
f

the
peace , w ith in one m on th a fter such w ords spoken , and
the p rosecu tion o

f

such offence b
e

w ith in tw e lve m on ths
a fter such in form a tion .

III . Prov id ed a lso , and b
e it enacted , b
y

th e au thority

a foresa id , and it is hereb y enacted , Tha t if any person Recan ta tion ,

o
r persons conv icted the first tim e , o
f

a
ll
, o
r

any o
f

th e
a foresa id crim es , in m anner a foresa id , sha ll , w ith in the

space o
f

six m on ths a fter h is , her , or th e ir conv iction ,

m ake h is , h e r , o
r

the ir pub lic a cknow led g em en t and
renuncia tion o

f

such offence , o
r

e rroneous op in ion s , in

the sam e cou rt w here such person o
r p e rsons w as o
r

w ere conv icted , tha t then , h
e , she , o
r th ey , sh a ll b
e

thence freed and d ischa rg ed from a
ll p en a lties and d is

a b ilities in cu rred b
y

su ch conv iction ; any th in g in th is

act to the con tra ry , in a n y -w ise , notw ith stand in g .

IV . And b
e it fu rther enacted , b
y

the an thority a fore
sa id , and it is hereb y enacted , Tha t if a ny p erson o

r p e r- Swea rin g ,

sons sha ll p rofane ly sw ea r o
r

cu rse , o
r

sha ll b
e

d run k , cursin g , or

d ru nkenness ,

h
e , sh e , o
r

they s
o offend in g , for every such offence ,

how pun isti
be ing thereof conv icted , b

y

th e oa th o
f

one o
r

m ore ab le .

w itn esses , wh ich oa th , any justice o
f

the peace is bere

b
y

im p ow ered and req u ired to adm in ister , ( o
r b
y

con





Governor William Berkeley on the clergy 
in Virginia ca. 1670-1671



College of William and Mary, established 1693



1618 Communion 
Service Set given to the 

Parish of St. Mary at 
Smith’s Hundred located 

8 miles northwest of 
Jamestown.  After 1622, 
the Communion Set was 
given to what is now St. 

John’s Church in 
Hampton (when it was 
Elizabeth City County).

According to the church 
website, the set is used 

for communion in 
special services.



Bruton Church, Williamsburg, 
built in 1715, on a fine 

December day.



Christ Church in 
Lancaster County

Built (in terms of 
funding and supplied 

labor) by Robert 
”King” Carter in 1735, 

Christ Church is 
arguably the most 

architecturally 
significant of the 18th 
century churches in 

Virginia



Christ Church, Lancaster County Aquia Church, Stafford County



Henrico Parish Vestry Book, 1730-1785
Land processioning to determine how much each land 

owner owed in tithes to support the church



Hebron Lutheran Church, 
in Madison County

Built in 1740, the oldest Lutheran 
church in the United States in 

continuous use.



George 
Whitefield—along 
with John Wesley, 

one of the 
foremost

evangelists of the 
Great Awakening

Coming to the 
colonies from 
England, he 

preached up and 
down the 13 

colonies.



Samuel Davies (1723-1761) Patrick Henry (1736-1799)



Reconstruction of a Presbyterian meeting house
Colonial Williamsburg



The 10,000 Name Petition:
The dissenting churches 

request the Virginia 
Convention to disestablish 

the Church of England in the 
new state and support 

broader religious freedoms.  
Thomas Jefferson would 

write the Statute for Religious 
Freedom in 1777 and 
introduce it into the 

legislature in 1779.  It would 
not pass during the American 

Revolution.



Draft of the 
Declaration of 
Rights in the 

hand of George 
Mason

The Declaration 
of Rights as 

amended and 
adopted by the 

Virginia 
Convention in 
1776 has been 

the introduction 
to every Virginia 

state 
constitution 

since



Constitution of Virginia
Article I. Bill of Rights
Section 16. Free exercise of religion; no establishment of religion
That religion or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only 
by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and, therefore, all men are equally entitled to the free 
exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practice 
Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other. No man shall be compelled to frequent or support 
any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened 
in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or belief; but all men shall 
be free to profess and by argument to maintain their opinions in matters of religion, and the same shall in 
nowise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities. And the General Assembly shall not prescribe any 
religious test whatever, or confer any peculiar privileges or advantages on any sect or denomination, or pass 
any law requiring or authorizing any religious society, or the people of any district within this Commonwealth, 
to levy on themselves or others, any tax for the erection or repair of any house of public worship, or for the 
support of any church or ministry; but it shall be left free to every person to select his religious instructor, and 
to make for his support such private contract as he shall please.

In the finished Declaration of Rights, Mason’s 14th point 
in the draft is the 16th point in the final product.

How that reads today in Virginia’s Constitution. Virginia’s legislative Information System



Gunston Hall, the 
home of George 
Mason, on a fine 
December Day



Left:
Sir Francis Bacon

(1561-1626)

Empiricism
Inductive reasoning

Right:
John Locke

(1632-1704)

Social Contract
Basis of how we view 

government today

Above: 
Sir Isaac Newton
(1642-1726/7)

Physicist, Astronomer, 
Mathematician, etc.



The Declaration of Independence
What you see when you go to the 

National Archives!

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That 

to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed, — 
That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and 

to institute new Government



Petition of the Second 
Baptist Association in 

Virginia assembled 
against the proposed 

Bill Establishing 
Provisions for the 
Teachers of the 

Christian Religion

November 3, 1785



Petition against the bill from 
Prince William County, 

November 29, 1785

“…none but the ambitious, the 
lazy, the luxurious ministers who 
labour (if it can be called labour) 
merely for Gold and not for the 

Good of their fellow creatures…”



Act, or Statute 
of Religious 
Freedom, 
written by 

Thomas 
Jefferson, 

submitted by 
James 

Madison, 
passed by the 

legislature 
January 16, 

1786



The two key paragraphs of the 
act—sections II and III

Section II—Jefferson’s assertion 
of an individual’s religious 
freedom, or freedom from 

religion

Section III—That to repeal this 
act, which concedes can be 

done, would be a violation of 
individual natural rights



Copy of the proposed Bill of

 Rights presented by the 

Congress of the United States

 for consideration the first

 amendments to the

 Constitution to protect the

 rights of the people.
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