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LAWS OF VIRGINIA,

No. of the

Acts.* )
1. THAT there shall be in every plantation, where
the people use to meete for the worship of God,
a house or roome sequestred for that purpose, and

And, according to Smith, they debated all matters, thought expedient for
the good of the colony.—See also Burk's Hist. Virg. vol. 1, pa. 208, and
notes.

This summer, 1619, were laid off four more corporations, which encreas
sed the number of boroughs having a right to representation to eleven io
all : Stith, 161.

The acts passed at the general assembly in 1619, were probably & crude,
indigested mass, which never received the sanction of the treasurer and
eompany for Virginia, in England ; without whose approbation, in a greal
and general court, they could not have the force of laws.

After a careful examination of the aacient records relating to Virginia,
the following is the only notice which 1 bave been able 1o find of these

acts. 3

At “ An exiraordinary court held the 20th of March, 1620,” Ancient
Records, vol. 1, pa. 117, towards the close of the proceedings l!ll! is
this entry : “The acts of the geoeral assembly in Virginia being yet
to read, together with a letter which Mr. Yeardley desireth should be
read for the cleering of his brother Sir George Yeardley, because it was
held inconvenient to spend an ordinary court therewith, it was
that Monday next in the afternoon should be appointed for that pur-

0se.

i At an imperfect court held for Virginia at Sir Edwin Sandys’ hwn‘;
Sth of April, 1620,” ancient records, vol. 1, pa. 118, “ Mr. Treasurery
(Sir Edwin Sandys,) * signified that having perused the acts of the geoe-
ral assembly, he found them in their greatest part to be very vr_ll and ju-
diciously carried and performed, but because they are to be I:IIM a
great and general court, therefore he hath writ uuto them that till then
cannot be confirmed ; but in the mean time he moved that a select com-
smittee of choice men might be appointed to draw them into head, and to
ripen the business that it might be in readiness agaiust the said court.”

A committee was thereupon appointed, consisting of eight members,
four of the council, and four of the generajily, as they were termed, to
mect at a fature day then assigned, with power ts adjoura. from day to
day.

J’\x a subsequent meeting, another member was added to the comumitiee,
and the proceedings of the “ imperfect court,” were confirmed. Ancient
Records, vol. 1, pa. 132.

And “ At a preparative court, held May 15thy 1620 ;" Ancient Records,
vol. 1, pa. 136, there is the following entry. 8

 For the committee chosen for the acis of the General Assembly,
Mr. Treasurer signified that they had taken extraordinary pains m
but forasmuch as they were exceeding intricate and full of labour, !

their behalf desired the court to dispense with them till the q:?
-

in midsummer term, which will be about six weeks hence, which the court
with many thanks unto the comumiitee for their great pains 2
sented unto.”’ ..
No mention is made of these acts, at the next quarter court, or in any
part of the proceedings. ) i
2 o

e L
* The acts of this bered, in the margin, as they af

bere prioted. - I have observed the same form, not only
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MARCH, 1623-4—21st JAMES 1st.

not to be for any temporal use whatseever, and a

House of

place empaled in, sequestered only to the buryal of ™"

the dead.
e

That whosover shall absent himselfe from divine
service any Sunday without an allowable excuse
shall forfeite a pound of tobacco, and he that absent-
eth himselfe a month shall forfeit 50lb. of tobacca.

That there be an uniformity in our church as neere
as may be to the canons in England ; both in sub-
stance and circumstance, and that all persons yeild
readie obedience unto them under paine of censure.

That the 22d of March* be yeerly solemnized as
holliday, and all other hollidays (except when they
fall two together) betwixt the feast of the annuntia-
tion of the blessed virgin and St. Michael the arch-
angell, then only the first to be observed by reason
of our necessities.

S—
That no minister be absent from his church above

two months in all the yeare upon penalty of forfeit-
ing halfe his means, and whosoever shall absent

e

the original should be imitated as nearly as possible, but because,
the subsequent acts, for a series of years, the former laws are re-
to by the number of the act and not by the chapter. In the infan-
our legislation, there was no such thing as a division of the several
chapters.
not be improper to remark, that, in the course of this work, [
presecve both the arrangemen! and orthography of the originals as
practicable. 1 t well ive any thing more improper
to give an ancien! paper in a modern dress. Besides the suspicions,
are naturally excited, that the paper is spurious, we are deprived
opportunity of tracing those gradaunl changes in language, from
ess to refinement, which are observable in the progress of civiliza-
in all nations. I it were possible | would give a fac simile of the
writing. But this cannot be done. The most remarkable deviations
the modern characters, in the acts of this session, are, that the
e “ ¢" nearly rue:tbln the letter ¢“0” with a ho’r‘izonul cross nn: ;‘ho
j=the small “ " is exactly like the smull round Greek sigma, with &
circamflex proceeding from the top. e

* This was in commemoration of the escape of the colony from entire
extirpation by the fatal massacre of the Indians on the 224 of March,

Seedti'! Hist. Virg. vol. 1, p. 240,

L
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LAWS OF VIRGINTA.

abeve fowre months in the year shall forfeit his whole
means and cure.

That whosoever shall disparage a minister without
bringing sufficient proofe to justify his reports where-
by the mindes of his parishioners may be alienated
from him, and his ministry prove the less effectual by
their prejudication, shall notonly pay 500lb. waight
of tobacco but also aske the minister so wronged
forgiveness publickly in the congregation.

That no man dispose of any of his tobacco before
the minister be satisfied, upon pain of forfeiture dou-
ble his part of the minister’s means, and one man of
every plantation to collect his means out of the first
and best tobacco and corn.

That the Governor shall not lay any taxes or ym-
positions ugon the colony their lands or comodities
ather way than by the authority of the General As-
sembly, to be levyed and ymployed as the said As-
sembly shall appoynt.

The governor shall not withdraw the inhabitants
from their private labors to any service of his own
upon any colour whatsoever and in case the publick
service require ymployments of many hands before
the holding a General Assemblie to give order for
the same, in that case the levying of men shall be
done by order of the governorand whole body of the
counsell and that in such sorte as to be least bur-
thensome to the people and most free from partiali-
iy,
—_—

That all the old planters that were here before or
came in at the last coming of sir Thomas Gates
they and their posterity shalfbe exempted from their
personal service to the warrs and any publick charge
(church duties excepted) that belong patticularly to
their persons (not exempting their families) except
such as shall be ymployd to command in chief.

Go gle
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LAWS OF VIRGINIA, :

the collony for money shall be pleadable and recovera=
ble in any courts within the same, The Governour,
Counsell and Burgesses of this present Grand Assem-
bly do hereby confirm the said act, Provided that ac-
cording to an actof Assembly inJune 1640, for the en~
couragement of those that are owners of horses, mares;
and sheepe, that all money debts whatsoever made for
any horses, mares, or sheepe shall be pleadable and re-
coverable in any courts within the collony any thing in
the former act made in Jannary 1641 or their said acts
to the contrary notwithstanding.

ACT L.

WHEREAS at an Assembly in January 1641, It
was enacted that the com’rs, of everie monethly court
respectively should seale all barrells brought vnto them,
when they were therevato required with this mark VG:
which barrells are to containe five bushells of Winches-
ter measure that is to say fourty gallons and all barrells
so sealed to be allowed of and none others after the
fleast of St. John Baptist, next after the publication
hereof, vnder the penaltie of a forfeiture of fourty
pounds of tebacco for everie time such an vnsealed
barrell is vsed after the feast aforesaid, And likewise
for bushells vpon the penalty aforesaid, All persons
whatsoever being thereby required to take notice of
this actand accordingly to provide, This present Grand
Assembly to all intents and purposes doth hereby confirm.
the said act. 2

ACT. LI ra

WHEREAS it was enacted at an Assembly
nuary 1641, that according ito a statute made
third year of the reigne of our soverign Lord
James of blessed memory, and that no popish recusan
should at any time hereafter exercize the place or
ces of secret councellors, register or comiss : surve)
or sheriffe, or any other publique place, but be-ytter
disabled for the same, Aud further it was enacte
none should be admitted into any of the aforesaid
ces or places before he or they had taken the ¢
allegiance and supremacy, And if any peson or
sons whatsoever should by sinister or corrupt mea

Go gle
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MARCH, 1642-3—18th CHARLES 1st.

assume to himselfe any of the aforesaid places or any
other publique office whatsoever and refuse to take the
aforesaid oatb-, he or they so con~icted hefore an As-
semblv shoui : be disv \ssed o  his sai’. ffice, ad
for bs offenc . thereiv fc *feit-0.'%e ¢ ,0us v poun’s of
tobacco to be disposed of att the next Assembly after
conviction, And it is further enacted by the authoritie
+ o1 esai( 'that the ~:vate ic force again it the jopish e-
ey nts | e duely  xe ‘uted | n this go” erment, And tl 2,
it snouid not be lawfull vnaer the penaitie aforesaia for
any popish preist tha’ shall hereafter arrive to remaine
aagve five days a’er varr ing given fi ¢ his dep arturc

Popish
priests arriv-
fag to be rart
o tof th

-7 the Governoui or ¢ ma pder of v place ¥ ere he .
v« they shall bee, ..’ wind and weav er hinde not his
departure, And that the said act should be in force ten
days after the publication thereof, at James City, this
present Grand Assembly to all intents and purposes
doth hereby confirm the same.

ACT LIL

WHEREAS for the more ease of travellers, It was
enacted by the Assembly in Jan, 1641, that all ths
countrey respectively provide and maintain flerrys and
bridges and the leavy for payment to the flerrymen to
be made by the comissioners where the flerry is kept,
And wlere one creeke parts two counties, there each
of them to contribute towards the maintenance of the
said flerries, and bridges should be built and provided
by the first of September following, And that all pas-
sengers whether strangers or others should be freed
from payment otherwise then by the leavie, And that
the flerrymen should give their due attendance from
sunoe rising to sunne setting, This present Grand As-
sembly to all intents and purposes doth hereby confirme
the same.

, —

- ACT LIIIL

WHEREAS at an Assembly in June 1642, vpon
consideration had of the bad effects that tradeing
and trucking with orphants may in time produce, It
was thought fitt in due time so to provide that for the
future no such bartering or tradeing be at all had with
any orphans, And therefore did enact that what per-
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LAWS 67 VIRGINIA.

aii affidavits nﬂ\n--n'e taken than is hevein directed,
shall be, tn i intents and mnrposes, null and yoid,

2 NN .hnt i amy warsan whatsoever shall be sn-
::;‘f‘::’di‘ maned as 2 witness, and upan his o= her apnearance in
pova, t be 408 general cowrt, o hefes the pereovs apyrintad te
rommited.  take afidavits, ax afavesaid, shall refuse te givs evie

dence npmn nath, when theveta lawinlly mmrrd then
such ~vr'=rm se wafusings ehall n'n'n'ﬂnt‘ly \shﬁ?’!ll’)’)’\
be committed te the. camman goaly there te pemain
withont hail or mainnrice, watil ha oz she ahall by viii:
fing te give evidence, unan oath, iz such manner az the
lswr naw doth, o &t 2ny tims hevealtar ahall direct.
XOOUL Promided alwors, That the neayle CAmmAR-
Affiemation of 1= palled Quakers, shall have the: same ! harty vi giv-
?’“*f" s g their evidence, bz way of salemn afirmation and
Sied daclantmn, az is prascribed bz ane act 6f parbawert,
Septima & Oetavo Gnl’elnn Pt Aagise intitwled, Jn
act that the solemn affirmation and declaration Qo' the
peopte.called Quakers, shall be aceented instead ¢f as
MM, 1 the wsval Jorm; which said 92t of 'a'whmrrrt,
Tor &3 much tharsat as g I1t~= te ench r-‘m-.mm-\ 2l
declaration, and for the tims of it« continngavee i favee,
i . and mat atharwiee, ehall by, te 475 intents and mriases,
Pagieh pesne iz full faree within this dominion. That ponish recu-
m"' negroes, aants comyict, negraas, mulattoes and Indian servants,
w:";'f',':: 5 A whers, ot Bicing ehristigng. halh be deemed and
witneases. taken {5 be persans n-w\-m!»ls iz law, to be witnesses in
Any cases whatsoayar.
That if any varson shall b swomenad to attend a2
Paaity o= the ganaral court az a witness, and shall fil to atterd,
witnesses faii- nrcf\r-’lm-; te the summans, foe every such failure, he
o e Ao e wha ahall be guilty thereaf, shali Pavfait and pay
to the marty agrieved, ane thousand s of ngl te-
hacco: te be w-\w-wl, with costs, hy action 6f debt,
in any court of racard within this daminion.
NOCUIT Promided alteszs, st 1€ 8t the tima such
arsan 8o sumwoened ovght te haye anperd te havs
tvan evidence, gmﬂﬂﬂlt canse b shewn 6f his o= her
j Asity to attend, then ne fyrfeiture o= panalty shall
¢ incurred bx such failure ; hut if sufficient cause be
nat shewn at the next mrrrﬂ‘me: court alter such fei-
Yure, then, npan the motion 6f ‘the ATty rgrwv-ﬂ. it
ehall by bawful far the said coust te eant frdgment far
the Syfsifnre afnre-mentioned, '\:'\mst the rwmn o

ble nd “rl‘m to .Il nnd ov'u? H‘t; H
o, T

sdlnu :*
D«v“ .m- 53 w

pgrﬂnnflﬂs wuty’sfdthfnl subjects, Be it
enacted and declared, That no P i't.ornpngﬂ"
nreﬁuh;.or-kﬁ t as afvresaid, shall,
may have, or keep in house or elsewhere, or in
he possession of any other person to his use, or at his

ﬂnc to ﬁl'.b!wurnntder hei
m"'ﬂl“ i‘l’"" any

N L or
JTaret a6 vh o Bon Sind 3
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DECEMBER, 1662—14th CHARLES 1I.

of goods or have them sent afierwards by their fireinds
which usually the party that imports them, or these to
whome they are sold (@) as servants, convert to their
owne use, Bee it therefore enacted that all servants
bringing in goods (not being their owne wearing ap-

parrell) or have them counsigned to them during the §

time of their service (b) shall have the propriety in
their owne goods, and by permission of their master
dispose of the same for their future advantage.

ACT NI !

Against persons that refuse to have their Children Bap-
tised.

WHEREAS many scismaticall persons out of their
aversenesse to the orthodox established religion, or
out of the new fangled conceits of their owne hereti-

Various Readings.

because the former exhibits internal evidence of its containing the
laws of each session, which were regularly furnished to the coun-
ty of Northumberland, immediately after they were passed. But
by what authority the acts in Purvis subsequent to those of March,
1661-2, were printed, does not appear. We have already seen
(ante p. 147) that the revised laws of March, 1661-2, were trans-
mitted to Sir Wm. Berkeley, then in London, for the king's confir-
mation ; after which they were to be delivered to the assignee of Hen.
ry Randolph, to be printed. These revised acts, it would seem were

rately and immediately printed, as they are referred to as the
printed acts in 1663 (act X) and in other acts, long before the publi
cation of Purvis. They are the first in Purvis’s collection, but that was
not published till between the years 1684 and 1687, (see preface to vol.

v

1, pa.v.)
’Kn lrrobnhilily is, that the revised acts of March, 1661-2, are print-
in Purvis, as they were sent over to London, but that in transcri-

the subseque ts fi collection, more than twen G af-
terwards, (197 mm :g 1 it wf :l{;:
_acts of M 1661-2, & the publi i iberti

Servants
bringing in
oods, or hav-
ing them con-
sigued to them,
to have an ab-
solute proper-
ty in them.

Edit. 1762,

Purvis 106 &
edit. 1783.

The law
essentially
allows for only
iInfant baptism

Those who
R2y Qi 0
thelir infant
children will be
fined severely

166

Persons refus-
ing to have
their children
baptised, to be
fined 2000 lbs.
of tobacco.

Edit. 1733 and
1752.
Purvis 107.

In actions on
the case, upon
account, if the
defdt. appear
not, judgment
10 be rendered
on the oath of
the plaintiff.

Fdit. 1752.
Puarvis 167 ind
edit. 1733.

LAWS OF VIRGINIA*

call inventions, refuse to have their children bnptiscd,
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all persons that, in contempt of the divine sacrament
of baptisme, shall refuse when they may carry their
child to a lawfull minister in that county to have them
baptised shalbe amerced two thousand pounds of to-
bacco ; halfe to the informer, halfe to the publique.

ACT 1V,

Judgment upon a non est inventus.

WHEREAS by the present law where a non est
inventus is retorned an attachment is grantable re-
torrable the next court, and judgment upon the same
the court vollowing, yet if the arrest be uponan action
of the cass apon accompt, prescribes noe way of mak-
ing proofe of the debt the law for accompts referring
them to the oath of the debtor ; Bee it therefore hence-
Sforth enacted by the authority aforesaid that in all such
cases the creditors oath shall be taken to his accom
and judgment passe for the same, as also where bayle
is taken and the defendant appeares not, the judgment
shall upon such proofe made upon oath by the credit-
or, passe against the bayle for the debt.

—
ACT V. i v
zomm Iaun'ng scandalous suites Lo be duckeda{u)

‘ AS oftentimes many brabling women often

-




LAWS O7F VIRSINIA,

thareals and the athar meisty 4o him o2 them that shait
sue ar nresecute for the aame,, in any eourt of pecsn

within this ealony s 0o he recaye with costs, fy
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LAWS OF VIRGINIA,

Provided also that if any person shall

1d aboard any ship in Virginia any
growth of Virginia and pretend the
growth of Maryland, intending thereby to defraud the
country of their dues, he shall forfeite the tobacco soe
laden and concealed.

firaudulently
tobacco of the
ame to be of the

In act declaring that baptisme of slaves doth mnot ex-
empt themfrom bondage.

WHEREAS some doubts have risen whether chil-
dren that are slaves by birth, and by the charity and
pi of their owners made pertakers of the blessed
sacrament of baptisme, should by vertue of their bap-
tisme be made firee; It is enacted and declared by this
grand assembly, and. the awthority thereof, that the
conferring of baptisme doth not alter the condition of
the person as to his bondage or fireedome ; that diverse
masters. ff > from this doubt, may more carefully
endeavour the propagation of christianity by permit-
ting children, though slaves, or those of greater

growth if capable to be admitted to that sacra-
ment.

AC

An act for encouragement for erecting JWills.

WHEREAS it

would conduce much to the con-
venience of this country, both for the grinding of
corne and of uneerer roads if mills were erected at con-
venient places, which diverse p’crsons would willingly
doe, if not obstructed b the perversenesse of some
persons mnot permitting others, though not willing
themselves to promote soe publique a good ; f£ &
enacted by this grand assembly that if any person wil-
ling to erect one or more mills upon convenient places
hath land only on one side the said place, and the
owners of the land on the other side shall refuse to let
him have an acre of his land to the end aforesaid, that

L;() tC§|C




FROM 1660 TO 1682.

whom is the same collected, and how answered and ac-
counted to his majesty?

Answer. There is no revenue arising to his majesty
but out of the quit-rents ; and this he hath given away
to a deserving servant, Col. Henry Norwood.

23. What course is taken about the instructing the
people, within your government in the christianreligion;;
and what provision is there made for the paying of
your ministry ?

Answer. The same course that is taken in England
out of towns ; every man according to his ability in-
structing his children. We have florty eight parishes,
and our ministers are well paid, and by my consent
should be better if they would pray oftener and preach
less. But of all other commodities, so of this, the
worst are sent us, and we had few that we could boast
of, since the persicution in Cromwell’s tiranny drove di-
vers worthy men bither. |But, I thank God, there are no

free schools nor printing, and I hope we shall not have
these hundred years ; for learning has brought disobe-
dience, and heresy, and sects into the world, and print-
ing has divulged them, and libels against the best go-
vernment, God keep us from both!

[0 Nothing can display in stronger colors the ex- 17

ecrable policy of the British government, in relation to
the colonies, than the sentiments uttered by Sir William
Berkeley, in his answer to the last interrogatory.
T hese were, doubtless, his genuine sentiments, which
recommended him so highly to the favor of the crown,
that he was continued governor of Virginia from 1641
to 16717, a period of t%irty-u’a: years, if we except the
short interval of the commonwealth, and a few occasion-
al times of absence from his government, on visits to
England., The more rofoundly ignorant the solor-
ists couid be @?, ‘.é%uer subjects thej waie for

Education and
provision for
the_clergy.

Parishes.

Ministers
would deserve
better pay if
they would
pray more &
preach less.
None but the
worst sent
over.

No free schools
nor prinling :
and hepraysto
God, that he
might see nei-
ther.

What ex-
cellent food
for tyrants!

Governor William Berkeley on the clergy
In Virginia ca. 16 42671
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1618 Communion
Service Set given to the
Parish of St. Mary at
{YAOGKQ& | dzy R
8 miles northwest of
Jamestown. After 1622,
the Communion Set was
given to what is now St.
W2 Ky Qa [/ Kdz

Hampton (when it was
Elizabeth City County).

According to the church
website, the set is used
for communion In
special services




" Bruton Church, Williamsburg
built in 1715, on a fine
9 December day.




Christ Church in
Lancaster County

Built (in terms of
funding and supplied
labor) by Robert

EYAYTE [ NI

Christ Church is
arguably the most
architecturally
significant of the 18
century churches in
Virginia




Christ Church, Lancaster County Aquia Church, Stafford County




‘?"‘9%% NM&" e
Mﬁ/ﬁﬁ“/é/ ; E

W v '.14,,4 y

G St %

7)“““/,‘/%%%#&4” a,Q

%w@»ﬁ)ﬂ:‘//m&g wrex/g% o L)/f;{i‘a

mmmm:/wm fz//) ‘
%M D i 2Sa Bt 7 %m..gn,..,.,. A
oy andlh)easrr c{d/xu/bl/bo 72

u.é
é,,,,,,, u/_ f M/

f
wf‘io Mz/z; Mﬁn&a@ JZ:@ M '
7 ot Woslorodl? frocoent /L@,.,z oy
ng é/wzw%%«g ‘“‘I‘/'d'“ ém-u», aa,//w M/W o d s e
Mo o gMM&@/a'

%Ma@ﬁmﬂg /awwm%,waza/m.a Zés%,gy% : s e s aQ
b a/mc .Q/f Lo Wﬁﬂwwﬂm@mﬁ"“o % -y PRk ~ o4 <Ly

L\v - Hee /‘%—Qﬂ‘ T/ -u‘: easeone |
\@?Ze“ i, /MW/.AW*

Wﬂ

wmw

u¢4 V e

Henrlco Parlsh Vestry Book, 17B085
Land processioning to determine how much each land
owner owed In tithes to support the church






George
Whitefieldt along
with John Wesley

one of the

foremost
evangelists of the
Great Awakening

Coming to the
colonies from
England, he
preached up and
down the 13
colonies.




