
Tapestry is a ministry of the Virginia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

The Tapestry Team has four focus groups to address social justice issues throughout the
year: Racial Justice, LGBTQIA+ Inclusion, Care of Creation Justice, and Justice for

Women.

“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream.” Amos 5:24

“and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8



Some of our favorite scriptural passages for you to consider:
Romans 8:31-39 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with
him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also
at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As
it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Racial Justice
1 John 2:11 “But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the
darkness.  They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them.”

1 John 4:20 “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever
does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have
not seen.”

1 Corinthians 12: 14-26 14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the
foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it
any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong
to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19if all were
a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have
no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with
greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the
greater honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together.

John 13:31-35 31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him
in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,



you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

LGBTQIA+ Inclusion
Matthew 19:10-15 10 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is
better not to marry.” 11 But he said to them, “Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only
those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.”

Galatians 3:23-29 23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be reckoned as righteous by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew
or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no longer male and female, for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.

1 John 4:7-12 7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God's
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might
live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his
love is perfected in us.

Acts 10:34-43 34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable
to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”

Care of Creation Justice
Isaiah 44:23a Sing for joy, O heavens. Shout out, O earth below! Break out in song, O mountains,
all you forests, and all you trees!



Psalm 104:24 How many living things you have made, O Lord! You have exhibited great skill in
making all of them; the earth is full of the living things you have made.

Acts 17:24-28a 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and
earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands,
as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from
any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’[a] As some of your own poets
have said, ‘We are his offspring.’[b]

Leviticus 25:23-24 “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are
strangers and sojourners with me. And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a
redemption of the land.”

Job 12:7-10 7“But ask the animals, and they will teach you.
    Or ask the birds of the air, and they will tell you.
8 Speak to the earth, and it will teach you.
    Or let the fish of the sea tell you.
9 Every one of these knows
    that the hand of the Lord has done this.
10 The life of every creature
    and the breath of all people are in God’s hand.”

Psalm 65:9-13 "You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of God
are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained it. You drench its
furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops. You crown the year
with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance. The grasslands of the desert
overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. The meadows are covered with flocks and the
valleys are mantled with grain; they shout for joy and sing."

Justice for Women
John 4.25-26 The Samaritan woman at the well said to Jesus, “I know that the Messiah is
coming, the one who is called the Christ. When he comes, he will teach everything to us.” Jesus
said to her, “I Am—the one who speaks with you.”

John 20.18 [After encountering the risen Christ at the tomb], Mary Magdalene left and
announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told the disciples what he said to her.

Luke 11:27-28 while he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him
“Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!” But he said “Blessed
rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A21-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27552a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A21-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27552b

