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Finding Hope in the Ruins 
The Ministry of Lutheran Disaster Response

Maryn Olson, Director 

Power in the Spirit 2025 

Where were you…..? 

LDR’s Work Around the World

• Goal is to enhance the local community’s capacity to respond to 
and recover from a disaster or crisis situation

• Work in collaboration with partners: 
• Companion churches
• Lutheran World Federation 
• ACT Alliance
• Ecumenical partners 

It’s all about RELATIONSHIPS 
• Invitation 

• Collaboration 

• Accompaniment 
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Hai Referendum, 
Juba, South Sudan 
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Indonesia 
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Eastern Europe Crisis Response 

Ukraine
Poland
Belarus
Slovakia
Czech Republic
Hungary
Romania 
Moldova

Kyiv, Ukraine

St. Sophia’s Cathedral, Kyiv
Kharkiv, Ukraine
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Kharkiv, Ukraine
Underground Schools
Kharkiv Oblast, Ukraine

Wrocław, Poland 
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Turbo, Colombia 
(AMMPARO partner) 

Nogales, Mexico 
(AMMPARO partner)  

The Holy Land 
ELCJHL Schools 
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L’Arche 
Bethlehem

Christ in the Rubble 
Christmas Lutheran Church 
Bethlehem 

Preparedness Resources

For your family/household: 
• Make a plan!   
• www.ready.gov/plan
• Red Cross Emergency app 

For your congregation: 
• LDR’s Congregational Disaster Preparedness Guidebook 

(Download at www.resources.elca.org) 
• Prepare in a Year: available in LDR’s online training platform 
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LDR’s Online Learning System: Collabornation

• Sign up for a free account today!

• https://collabornation.net/login/

• DO NOT SEND STUFF. 
• Want to help?  Send money.  
• What do you/your congregation/ 

community/organization do well?  Build on 
those strengths!  

• Synod Disaster Team???
• Make muck buckets.  
• Advocate for policies that support equitable 

disaster recovery 
• Pray! 

What you can do: 

Connect With LDR! 

• Elca.org/disaster—check out our blog! 

• Sign up for LDR alerts 

• Like Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook

• Questions? Our general email address is disaster@elca.org.

• Online training system: https://collabornation.net/login/

We are resurrection people. 
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Hope. Healing. Renewal. 
Thank you!

www.elca.org/ldr
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